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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER 

OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


TO  THE  ASSISTANT  UNDER  SECRETARY,  HOME  SECRETARY’S  DEPARTMENT. 


Brisbane,  20th  August,  1926. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  follow¬ 
ing  particulars  regarding  the  work  carried  out 
by  my  Department  during  the  past  twelve 
months  ending  the  30th  June,  1926,  as  well  as 
my  comments  regarding  Public  Health  adminis¬ 
tration  for  the  State  of  Queensland. 

STATISTICAL. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  undermentioned 
tables  that  the  crude  birth  rate,  as  well  as  the 
death  rate  and  infant  mortality  rate,  of  this 
State  compares  more  than  favourably  with  other 


countries;  and  though  the  birth  rate  shows  a 
slight  decrease  to  that  of  last  year,  yet  it  is  the 
third  highest  of  the  States.  The  death  rate  is 
the  lowest  in  Australia  and  second  lowest  in 
Australasia,  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
shows  a  marked  decrease  on  that  of  the  previous 
twelve  months,  being  the  lowest  in  Australia 
and  the  second  lowest  in  Australasia. 

It  is  particularly  noticeable  that  the  general 
health  rates  still  maintain  for  Quensland,  in 
comparison  with  other  countries,  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  result,  and  clearly  show  that  our  climatic 
conditions  and  environment  tend  towards  making 
a  virile  and  healthy  race. 


Crude  Birth  Rate. 


Country. 

Year. 

Queensland 

1924 

New  South  Wales 

1924 

Victoria 

1924 

South  Australia 

1924 

Western  Australia 

1924 

Tasmania 

1924 

Commonwealth 

1924 

New  Zealand 

1924 

England  and  Wales  .  . 

1923 

Scotland 

1923 

Irish  Free  State 

1923 

Canada 

1923 

South  Africa  .  . 

1923 

Birth  Rate. 

Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

23-88 

1925 

23-82 

24-11 

1925 

24-01 

22-01 

1925 

21-49 

21-88 

1925 

21-06 

23-09 

1925 

22-23 

25-07 

1925 

24-24 

23-24 

1925 

22-89 

20-71 

1925 

21-17 

19-7 

1924 

18-8 

22-8 

1924 

21-9 

19-4 

1924 

20-1 

24-8 

1924 

23-1 

26-6 

1924 

26-5 

Death  Rate. 


Country. 

Year. 

Death  Rate. 

Year. 

Queensland 

1924 

8-88 

1925 

New  South  Wales 

1924 

9-35 

1925 

Victoria 

1924 

10-05 

1925 

South  Australia 

1924 

9-19 

1925 

Western  Australia 

1924 

9-08 

1925 

Tasmania  . . 

-  1924 

9-89 

1925 

New  Zealand  . . 

1924 

7-96 

1925 

England  and  Wales  .  . 

1923 

11-6 

1924 

Scotland 

1923 

12-9 

1924 

Irish  Free  State 

1923 

13-3 

1924 

Canada 

1923 

10-4 

1924 

South  Africa  . . 

1923 

9-7 

Death  Rate. 


8-  36 

9- 16 
9-47 
9-15 
9-00 
9-35 

8- 29 
12-2 
14-4 
14-3 

9- 8 
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Rates  of  Infantile  Mortality  in  Various  Countries. 


Country. 

Year. 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

Year. 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

Queensland 

1924 

51-3 

1925 

45-4 

New  South  Wales 

1924 

58-9 

1925 

54-95 

Victoria 

1924 

61-3 

1925 

56-96 

South  Australia 

1924 

51-4 

1925 

46-09 

Western  Australia 

1924 

49-9 

1925 

56-81 

Tasmania 

1924 

55-0 

1925 

55-19 

New  Zealand  .  . 

1 924 

40-2 

1925 

40-0 

England  and  Wales 

1923 

69-0 

1924 

75-0 

Scotland 

1923 

79-0 

1924 

98-0 

Irish  Free  State 

1923 

66-0 

1924 

71-0 

Canada 

1923 

87-0 

1924 

79-0 

South  Africa  .  . 

1923 

82-0 

1924 

74-0 

Estimated  population  for  calendar  year  1925 
Estimated  population  for  calendar  year  1924 
Estimated  mean  population  for  calendar  year  1925 
Estimated  mean  population  for  calendar  year  1924 


Persons. 

861,185 

834,894 

851,419 

825,151 


1916. 

1917. 

191S. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

27-93 

29-05 

28-41 

26-23 

27-58 

26-59 

25-53 

24-89 

23-88 

23-82 

Death  Rate 

11-09 

9-63 

10-40 

12-43 

10-82 

9-34 

9-14 

9-83 

8-88 

8-86 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

70-4 

54-2 

56-9 

72-4 

63-43 

54-1 

50-5 

54-0 

51-3 

45-4 

COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES. 

(Exclusive  of  Venereal  Diseases.) 

The  number  of  cases  of  communicable  diseases 
notified  during  the  period  under  review  amounted 
to  2,603  as  compared  with  2,283  for  the  previous 
year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases 
notified  from  the  metropolitan  and  outside  areas 
in  comparison  with  those  notified  for  the  previous 
twelve  months 


Brisbane  Metropolitan 
Area. 

Oirtside  Areas. 

Totals. 

Diseases. 

1924-1925. 

1925-1926. 

1924-1925. 

1925-1926. 

1924-1925. 

1925-1926. 

Ancliylostomiasis  . . 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Cerebro -spinal  Meningitis 

7 

7 

15 

9 

22 

16 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery  (Thursday  Island  only' 

451 

799 

512 

6 

709 

10 

963 

6 

1,508 

10 

Erysipelas 

78 

68 

50 

35 

128 

103 

Infantile  paralysis 

61 

30 

81 

9 

142 

39 

Malaria 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

185 

186 

163 

156 

348 

342 

Puerperal  Fever  .  . 

12 

12 

23 

17 

35 

29 

Relapsing  or  Continued  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

i  59 

165 

ieo 

172 

319 

337 

Typhoid  Fever 

97 

66 

217 

148 

314 

214 

Total 

1,050 

1,336 

1,233 

1,267 

2,283 

2,603 

Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  diphtheria  cases  for  the  present 
year  show.-;  a  decided  increase  in  comparison 
with  1924-25,  which  is  greatly  to  he  regretted, 
especially  in  view  of  the  control  of  this  disease 
having  been  taken  over  by  the  Greater  Brisbane 
authorities. 

In  my  annual  report  for  1921  I  referred  to 
the  “Schick  test,”  which  was  then  and  still  is 
available,  but  so  far  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
Local  Authority  in  Queensland  adopting  this 
means  of  finding  out  the  children  susceptible  to 
diphtheria,  and  increasing  their  resisting  powers 
against  same  by  adopting  the  toxin  anti-toxin 
methods.  By  carrying  out  this  test  heavy  hos¬ 
pital  bills  would  lx1  avoided  and  many  lives  saved. 


It  was  a  very  notable  fact  that,  after 
thoroughly  cleansing  the  cities  of  Brisbane  and 
South  Brisbane  during  the  plague  outbreak  in 
1922,  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  dropped  to 
under  200  cases  for  the  following  twelve  months, 
but  from  reports  made  to  me  by  my  officers 
during  the  past  six  months,  and  photographs  to 
back  the  reports,  a  repetition  of  the  1922  cleans¬ 
ing  is  again  required  to  remove  the  accumula¬ 
tions  of  offensive  waste  matter  which,  from  a 
health  point  of  view,  I  have  no  doubt  is  reducing 
the  resisting  power  of  the  community,  who  thus 
become  an  easy  prey  to  the  diphtheria  bacillus. 

I  find  that  half  the  cases  of  diphtheria  notified 
in  outside  areas,  viz.,  354,  have  occurred  in  six 
areas,  viz.,  Ipswich  139,  Moreton  34,  Townsville 


74,  Toowoomba  47,  Rockhampton  35,  and 
Mackay  25.  The  attention  of  each  of  these 
Local  Authorities  will  be  directed  to  the  number 
of  cases,  and  they  will  be  requested  to  take 
action,  at  least  by  throat  and  post-nasal  swab¬ 
bing  of  the  children  attending  school,  and 
asked  to  give  strict  attention  to  the  regulations 
provided ;  by  this  means  we  are  hopeful  that  my 
next  annual  report  may  again  show  a  decided 
lowering  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease. 


Typhoid  Fever. 

Typhoid  fever  shows  a  satisfactory  reduction 
in  the  number  of  cases  notified  throughout  the 
State,  and  this  may  be  credited  to  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  provisions  of  this  Department’s  regu¬ 
lations  governing  the  control  of  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences,  which  are  required  to  be  rendered 
fiy-proof.  The  securing  of  three  successive 
negative  bacteriological  results  at  intervals  of 
seventy-two  hours,  under  the  Typhoid  Fever 
Regulations,  from  typhoid  cases  as  well  as  from 
carriers,  is  also  a  precautionary  measure  for 
checking  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

These  precautions  when  strictly  carried  out 
practically  preclude  the  possibility  of  the  disease 
becoming  widespread,  and  in  this  connection 
Local  Authorities  have  been  requested  to  strictly 
enforce  the  regulations. 


Plague. 

No  case  of  plague  in  man  or  rodents  has  been 
reported  in  Queensland  during  the  past  year; 
the  last  occasion  of  a  case  in  humans  was  in 
March,  1922,  and  since  the  same  year  no  plague- 
infected  rodent  has  been  discovered. 

It  being  an  accepted  fact  that  plague  cannot 
exist  where  rats  are  not  to  be  found,  this  Depart¬ 
ment  therefore  never  relaxes  its  efforts  in  respect 
to  waging  war  on  the  rat,  and  in  like  manner 
weekly  returns  of  rats  destroyed  are  insisted 
upon  from  many  of  the  Local  Authorities 
throughout  the  State,  especially  from  those  whose 
areas  include  the  principal  ports  of  call  for  over¬ 
sea  shipping. 

Smears  from  rats  destroyed  at  outside  centres 
are  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

All  rubble  walls  and  places  likely  to  afford 
harbourage  for  rats  receive  special  attention, 
wherever  possible,  especially  at  premises  having 
river  frontages,  when  the  owners  are  required 
to  face  same  in  cement  compo.  This  prevents 
breeding  grounds  for  rats ;  whilst  this  Depart¬ 
ment  carries  out  extensive  rat-proofing  opera¬ 
tions  along  the  foreshores  of  Government 
premises.  In  addition,  Government  buildings, 
such  as  the  Railway  Department,  public  schools, 
public  offices,  &c.,  are  attended  to  regularly  by 
the  Department’s  ratmen,  who  also  see  that  no 
waste  food  is  allowed  to  remain  on  premises 
except  in  properly  covered  receptacles. 

Since  November,  1925,  the  Brisbane  City 
Council  has  taken  over  control  of  rat  destruction 
work  in  the  whole  of  the  metropolitan  area,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  more  attention  will  be  paid  to 
this  very  important  branch  of  health  vrork  than 
was  given  in  previous  years  when  controlled  by 


the  different  local  bodies  which  now  constitute 
the  Brisbane  Council,  otherwise  the  State  will 
again  be  visited  by  an  outbreak  of  plague,  as 
formerly  happened  when  rat  destruction  work 
was  neglected  by  the  various  councils.  Although 
plague  has  to  be  controlled  by  the  Government, 
yet  the  destruction  of  rats,  the  conveyors  of  the 
disease,  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  Local 
Authority,  consequently  it  is  most  essential  for 
this  Department  to  keep  a  close  scrutiny  over 
the  number  of  rodents  accounted  for,  and  a  care¬ 
ful  examination  made  of  each  one  killed. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


A  total  of  342  (against  348  for  the  previous 
year)  cases  were  notified  during  the  past  year, 
as  follows: — 


- — - 

Metropolitan 

Area. 

Outside 

Areas. 

Totai. 

Private  Doctors 

49 

44 

93 

Hospital  Doctors 

79 

42 

121 

Military  Doctors 

2 

44 

46 

Dunwich  Doctors  .  . 

.  # 

3 

3 

Asylum  Doctors 

1 

.  . 

1 

Sanatoria  (excepting  Mili- 

5 

23 

28 

tary) 

Dr.  Stewart 

50 

• . 

50 

Total 

186 

156 

342 

At  only  fourteen  centres  in  outside  areas  were 
more  than  two  cases  of  phthisis  reported,  i.e. : — 


Cases. 

Hospital. 

Private. 

Sana¬ 

torium. 

Bundaberg 

6 

4 

2 

Cairns 

4 

,  # 

2 

2 

Barcaldine 

4 

4 

Dalby 

3 

.  . 

3 

•  . 

Dunwich  .  . 

3 

#  . 

.  . 

.  , 

Ipswich 

6 

5 

1 

Longreach 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Maroochy 

3 

1 

2 

.  . 

Moreton  .  . 

3 

2 

1 

,  . 

Mt.  Morgan 

3 

.  . 

3 

Pine 

3 

3 

.  . 

Roma 

3 

2 

1 

Rockhampton 

22 

7 

.  . 

is 

Stanthorpe 

54 

10 

44 

Of  the  50  cases  referred  to  as  being  notified 
by  Dr.  Stewart  (Part-time  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Bureau),  these  were  primary  noti¬ 
fications,  and  were  distributed  as  follows : — 
27  to  Dalby  Sanatorium,  8  to  the  General  Hospi¬ 
tal,  8  to  Diamantina  Hospital  for  Chronic 
Diseases,  and  7  attended  to  privately. 

Institutional  cases  are  always  advised  to  return 
to  Dr.  Stewart  for  further  examination  after 
discharge.  Dr.  Stewart  in  his  report  of  the 
year’s  work  advises  that  98  applicants  pre¬ 
sented  themselves  for  institutional  treatment. 

There  were  163  out-patients  entailing  220 
consultations.  Amongst  these  were  two  necessi¬ 
tous  poor  who  could  not  pay  for  medical  attend¬ 
ance  and  were  unable  to  visit  at  the  Bureau. 
They  were  visited  and  attended  to  in  their  own 
homes. 
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Of  all  patients  going  to  the  Sanatorium,  a 
very  careful  inquiry  is  made  concerning  the 
occupation,  environment,  and  mode  of  life  of  the 
patient,  and  advice  given  accordingly.  In  cases 
where  there  is  a  family  and  when  it  is  possible 
the  other  members  are  examined. 

Venereal  Diseases. 


1,503  in  1925  to  1,401  in  this  year’s  report.  The 
total  number  notified  was  1,550,  of  whom  149 
had  been  previously  reported,  comprising  141 
males  and  8  females.  As  shown  in  the  attached 
summary,  a  considerable  reduction  is  on  the 
male  side,  whereas  on  the  female  there  is  an 
increase. 


The  total  number  of  notifications  for  this  The  incidence  of  the  complaints  of  the  1,401 
disease  shows  a  satisfactory  reduction,  viz.,  from  original  cases  was: — 


Disease. 

METROPOLITAN 

AREA. 

OUTSIDE  AREAS. 

TOTAL. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Gonorrhoea 

663 

112 

447 

49 

1,110 

161 

Syphilis,  Primary 

26 

6 

44 

2 

70 

■  8 

Syphilis,  Secondary 

15 

5 

3 

. , 

18 

5 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis 

4 

.  . 

,  , 

, , 

4 

.  . 

Gonorrhoea  and  Secondary  Syphilis 

•  , 

1 

,  , 

.  . 

1 

Soft  Chancre 

4 

3 

i 

7 

1 

Ulcerative  Granuloma 

4 

6 

4 

6 

Venereal  Warts 

•  • 

4 

2 

4 

2 

Totals 

712 

124 

605 

60 

1,217 

184 

Duplicate  cases  comprised — 

Gonorrhoea 

66 

4 

61 

3 

127 

7 

Syphilis 

3 

, 

7 

.  . 

10 

• 

Syphilis,  Secondary 

1 

4 

4 

1 

Totals 

69 

5 

72 

3 

141 

8 

Stated  Ages  of  Patients  Notified. 


Unknown  or  unstated 

31 

35  to  40  years 

.  .  117 

1  to  5  years 

4 

40  to  45  years 

. .  81 

5  to  10  years 

12 

45  to  50  years 

. .  42 

10  to  15  years 

10 

50  to  55  years 

. .  34 

15  to  20  years 

141 

55  years  and  over 

16 

20  to  25  years 

406 

25  to  30  years 

324 

Total  . . 

.1,401 

30  to  35  years 

183 

Stated  Sources  of  Infection. 


Unknown  or  unascertainable  . .  . .  637 

Amateurs  (non-professionals)  . .  .  .  339 

Unknown  prostitutes  . .  .  .  . .  297 

Prostitutes  from  houses  . .  . .  . .  97 

Wives  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Husbands  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  12 

Black  gins  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 


Total  . .  . .  . .  .  .  1,401 


Twenty-nine  of  these  infections  were  con¬ 
tracted  outside  the  State. 

Male  Clinics,  Brisbane. 

During  the  year  570  new  patients  presented 
themselves  to  the  medical  officers  as  against  574 
for  the  previous  period,  and  particulars  regard- 


ing  whom  are  included  in 

the  outline  of  work 

appearing  below.  They 

were  diagnosed  as 

follows : — 

Cases. 

Conditions  other  than  venereal  (or  un- 

diagnosed)  . , 

279 

Gonorrhoea  .  . 

265 

Primary  Syphilis  . . 

11 

Secondary  Syphilis 

10 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis  .  . 

2 

Soft  Chancre 

3 

Total 

570 

It  will  be  noted  that  only  approximately  50 
per  cent,  of  the  newcomers  were  sufferers  from 
venereal  disease. 

At  the  30th  June,  1926,  there  were  391 
patients  on  the  clinic  records  as  against  466  at 
30th  June,  1925. 


Summary. 

Cases. 

Gonorrhoea  .  . 

211 

Conditions  other  than  venereal  . . 

122 

Primary  Syphilis  . . 

27 

Secondary  Syphilis 

26 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis  . . 

5 

Soft  Chancre 

Nil 

Total  .  . 

391 

A  summary  of  new  patients  and  notified  cases  from  the  male  clinic,  Brisbane,  during  the  past 
three  years  is  as  follows  : — 


Cases. 

Disease. 

1923-1924. 

1924-1925. 

1925-1926. 

— 

Notified. 

— 

Notified. 

— 

Notified. 

Gonorrhoea 

:i  269 

235 

265 

Syphilis,  Primary 

’  22 

12 

11 

Syphilis,  Secondary 

7 

17 

10 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis 

2 

2 

2 

Gonorrhoea  and  Secondary  Syphilis 

•  • 

1 

• . 

Soft  Chancre  . .  . .  ,  . . 

1 

.  1 

3 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  .... 

282 

306 

279 

Totals 

282 

301 

306 

268 

279 

291 

v - 

_ y 

V.  i  -'i 

y 

New  cases  thus — 

583 

Y 

574 

570 

7 


Summary  of  Male  Clinic  Operations,  Brisbane. 

Certificates  of  cure  or  apparently  free 

Consultations 

7,582 

from  disease  issued 

.  . 

7 

Average  consultations  per  diem 

30 

Certificate  ditto,  received  for  a  defaulter 

1 

New  cases  notified 

291 

Smears  taken 

.  . 

250 

New  cases — conditions  other  than  venereal 

279 

Bloods  taken 

•  . 

41 

Blood  specimens  taken 

445 

Defaulters  notified 

13 

Novarsenobillon  administered 

433 

Letters  sent  to . . 

13 

Trepol  administered 

135 

Muthanol  administered 

19 

Reported  back 

1 

Smears  taken 

2,023 

Certificate  of  cure  or  apparently 

Intramine  administered 

4 

free  from  disease  received  for 

1 

Gonococcal  vaccine  administered 

29 

Referred  to  police 

11 

Prostatic  massages 

10,405 

_ 

13 

Irrigations 

43,158 

Result  of  police  action- — - 

Certificates  of  cure  or  apparently  free  from 

Not  traced  . . 

6 

disease  issued  . . 

227 

Warned  and  returned 

5 

Prescriptions  dispensed  at  Departmental 
Dispensary 

Prescriptions  dispensed  at  Brisbane  ^Hos¬ 
pital  Dispensary 


2,672 


113 
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Examination  and  Treatment  of  Prostitutes. 
During  the  year  852  examinations  of  prosti- 


Defaulters. 

During  the  year  336  persons  defaulted  in 
treatment  at  the  male  clinic.  Three  hundred 
and  thirteen  of  the  number  were  written  to,  and 
as  a  result  148  called  back ;  the  police  were  asked 
to  trace  the  remaining  188  (which  number  in¬ 
cluded  23  whose  names  were  forwarded  direct 
as  they  had  been  warned  previously). 

Last  year’s  report  showed  that  inquiries  by 
police  were  continuing  in  37  instances,  and  a 
summary  of  the  225  names  to  be  accounted  for 
thus  is  given  hereunder: — 


Warned  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  133 

No  trace  of  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  77 

Left  Queensland  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

In  gaol  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

In  mental  asylum  . .  . .  .  .  1 

Replies  outstanding  . .  . .  .  .  2 


Total  . .  .  .  . .  . .  225 


In  connection  with  these  defaulters  six  prose¬ 
cutions  were  launched  during  the  year,  five  for 
failing  to  comply  with  an  official  order  issued  in 
each  instance  in  conformity  with  Regulation  9 
of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Regulations  of  1923 ; 
two  cases  were  withdrawn  on  the  men  reporting 
back ;  three  persons  were  proceeded  against ;  and 
another  case  taken  under  section  162  (3)  of  the 
Health  Acts — i.e.,  failure  to  report  within  a  pre¬ 
scribed  time  to  a  medical  officer  whilst  suffering 
from  venereal  disease— was  pending  at  30th 
June,  1926.  Further  particulars  are  included 
below  under  the  heading  “Prosecutions,”  and 
each  of  the  persons  subsequently  reported  them¬ 
selves  in  compliance  with  the  law. 

Female  Clinic,  Brisbane. 

As  stated  hereunder,  a  change  was  made  in 
the  female  clinic  during  the  year,  and  from  the 
1st  February,  1926,  patients  were  treated  at 
the  surgeries  of  private  medical  practitioners 
by  arrangement  with  this  Department. 

From  that  date  until  the  date  of  this  report 
(30th  June,  1926)  sixty  (60)  women  were  sent 
to  the  four  doctors  in  question. 

A  resume  of  the  work  of  the  clinic  from  the 
1st  July,  1925,  to  31st  January,  1926,  is  shown 
hereunder 


Consultations  . .  . .  . .  477 

New  patients  .  .  . .  . .  . .  35 

Notified  cases — 

Gonorrhoea  . .  . .  . .  7 

Syphilis  (Primary)  .  .  3 

Syphilis  (Secondary)  . .  4 

—  14 


tutes  were  conducted  at  the  William  street 
rooms,  Brisbane,  and  in  connection  therewith 
471  official  Forms  H  were  issued  in  accordance 
with  Regulation  10  of  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Regulations  of  1923.  Two  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty-six  smears  and  191  bloods  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  as  a 
result  47  prostitutes  were  detained  in  ,  the 
Venereal  Isolation  Hospital,  South  Brisbane. 
From  that  institution  2  bloods  and  1,004  smears 
were  examined  at  the  Departmental  Laboratory. 

Fifty-two  women  were  treated  at  the  Venereal 
Isolation  Hospital  (in  addition  to  the  three  re¬ 
maining  at  30th  June,  1925),  and  of  this  number 
45  were  discharged  and  7  remained  at  the  end 
of  the  fiscal  year  under  review.  Four  of  the 
number  were  non-prostitutes  specially  isolated 
therein  for  exceptional  reasons,  and  one  was  a 
prostitute  brought  down  from  a  Northern  centre 
for  special  treatment.  Particulars  regarding  the 
women  treated  at  the  various  centres  through¬ 
out  the  State  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 


Centre. 

Number 
Remaining 
on  30th 
June,  1925. 

Admitted 

During 

Period. 

Discharged 

During 

Period. 

Remaining 
at  30th 
June,  1926. 

Ayr  . 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Bowen 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Brisbane  .  . 

3 

52 

*48 

7 

Cairns 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

Charters  Towers  .  . 

Nil 

3 

3 

Nil 

Ingham 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Innisfail  .  . 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Rockhampton 

Nil 

2 

1 

1 

Toowoomba 

2 

2 

4 

Nil 

Townsville 

2 

8 

7 

*  3 

Total 

8 

72 

68 

12 

*  Forty -seven  Certificates  of  apparently  free  from  disease  were 
issued  ;  and  the  remaining  patient,  a  semi-mental  non-professional, 
was  sent  to  the  Brisbane  Hospital  and  discharged  from  that  institu¬ 
tion. 

Prostitutes  are  examined  in  conformity  with 
the  Venereal  Diseases  Regulations  of  1923-5  at 
the  following  fourteen  centres  throughout  the 
State : — Ayr,  Bowen,  Brisbane,  Bundaberg, 
Cairns,  Charters  Towers,  Ingham,  Innisfail, 
Long-reach,  Mackay,  Mossman,  Rockhampton, 
Toowoomba,  and  Townsville;  while  clinics  for 
male  and  female  sufferers  are  held  at  all  but 
three  of  these  towns,  viz.,  Bowen,  Longreach, 
and  Mossman. 

Free  treatment  for  the  disease  is  obtainable, 
however,  at  any  public  hospital  throughout  the 
State,  vide  section  165  of  “ The  Health  Acts , 
1900  to  1922.” 
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Detention  op  Persons  Other  than 
Prostitutes. 

Nineteen  prisoners  were  detained  during  the 
year  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section 
164  (2)  (c)  of  “The  Health  Acts,  1900  to  1922”; 
7  of  these  were  gonorrheal,  3  syphilitic,  and  1 
was  reported  as  soft  chancre;  smears  from  six 
gave  over  50  per  cent,  polymorphonuclear 


leucocytes  results,  and  for  the  purposes  of  this 
subsection  were  considered  to  be  suffering  from 
venereal  disease.  The  remaining  two  were 
aboriginals,  who  were  both  discharged  after  the 
six  weeks’  detention  order  had  expired — i.e., 
after  bacteriological  and  other  investigations — as 
they  were  suffering  only  from  suspected  gonorr¬ 
hoea  and  suspected  syphilis  respectively. 


S  ummary. 


Centre. 

Number 
remaining  on 
30th  June,  1925. 

Admitted  during 
Period. 

Discharged 
during  Period. 

Remaining  30th 
June,  1926. 

Brisbane 

3  males 

11  males 

2  females 

13  males 

1  female 

1  male 

1  female 

Rockhampton 

Nil 

1  male 

1  female 

Both 

Nil 

Townsville 

1  male 

2  males 

2  males 

1  male 

Thursday  Island 

Nil 

2  males 
(Aboriginals) 

2  males 

Nil 

Total 

4 

19 

20 

3 

Certificates  of  Cure  or  Apparently  Free  from  Disease  Received  during  Period  1st  July,  1925,  to  30th  June, 
1926,  in  Conformity  with  Regulation  16  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Regulations  of  1923. 


Metropolitan  Area. 

Outside  Areas. 

Total. 

Brisbane  Clinics,  Males 

Male. 

227 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

227 

Female. 

Brisbane  Clinics,  Females 

8 

m  . 

8 

Venereal  Isolation  Hospital,  Brisbane 

47 

,  , 

.  , 

47 

Prisoners 

4 

1 

3 

1 

7 

2 

Private  Medical  Practitioners  .  . 

785 

43 

253 

6 

1,038 

49 

Hospital  Practitioners 

4' 

121 

31 

121 

35 

Totals 

1,016 

103 

377 

38 

1,393 

141 

Official  notices  issued  on  persons  to  whom  infec¬ 
tion  was  ascribed  or  who  defaulted  in 
medical  treatment  ivhilst  suffering  from 
venereal  disease. 

Form  F,  Venereal  Disease  Regulation  8  and 
Section  164  (1)  of  “The  Health  Acts,  1900 
to  1922. 

Two  only  were  issued  during  1925-26,  both 
on  females  at  centres  outside  the  metropolitan 
area  to  whom  infection  had  been  ascribed  by 
male  sufferers.  Each  was  found  to  be  suffer¬ 
ing  from  gonorrhoea  and  placed  under  treat¬ 
ment. 

Form  G  (  Venereal  Disease  Regulation  9). — - 
Ten  were  issued  on  three  males  and  two  females, 
at  centres  outside  the  metropolitan  area,  for  not 
continuing  treatment  whilst  suffering  from 
venereal  disease.  One  male  was  not  traced ;  one 
female  was  gaoled  for  not  reporting,  and 
detained  until  apparently  free  from  disease ;  the 
remaining  female  and  two  males  resumed  treat¬ 
ment. 

Metropolitan  Area. — Sixty-five  Forms  G  were 
issued  on  37  males,  of  whom  35  continued  treat¬ 
ment  as  a  result  of  this  action,  after  3  had  been 
fined  and  2  cases  withdrawn  on  the  patients 
reporting  at  a  later  date  (refer  heading  “Prose¬ 
cutions”)  ;  2  men  could  not  be  traced,  29  were 
defaulters  from  treatment,  7  were  prisoners 
called  on  to  report  at  the  clinic  on  release  from 
H.M.  Prison,  Brisbane,  and  1  was  a  suspect 


sufferer  from  venereal  disease  who  was  permitted 
to  report  to  a  private  medical  practitioner  when 
he  was  found  to  be  gonorrhoeal. 


Persons  Notified  for  Failing  to  Continue  Medical 
Treatment  whilst  Suffering  from  Venereal 
Disease. 


Section  162  (6)  of  “The  Health  Acts,  1900  to 
1922.” — Exclusive  of  those  notified  from  the 
Brisbane  male  and  female  clinics,  127  defaulters 
were  notified  in  accordance  with  section  162  (6) 
of  the  Health  Acts  during  the  year.  Of  these 
82  were  written  to  and  warned  to  comply  with 
the  law,  with  the  result  that  11  reported  back, 
6  obtained  and  forwarded  certificates  of  cure,  3 
replies  were  outstanding  at  the  date  of  this 
report,  and  62  names  were  forwarded  to  the 
police  as  no  replies  had  come  to  hand. 


In  addition  to  the  62,  45  names  were  forwarded 
to  the  police  authorities  direct,  as  the  persons 
concerned  had  been  warned  previously  in  this 
connection,  or  insufficient  particulars  were  avail¬ 
able.  Advices  received  in  this  connection  are 
tabulated  hereunder  for  the  107  cases  plus  the 
60  outstanding  in  last  year’s  review: — 


Warned  and  reported  back 
Certificates  of  cure  received  from 
No  trace  found  of  . . 

Left  Queensland 
Dead 

Outstanding  advices  at  30th  June,  1926 


50 

42 

42 

8 

2 

23 


Total  .  167 
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A  summary  of  the  action  taken  in  respect  of 
defaulters  dealt  with  throughout  the  State 
during  the  year  1925-26  is  quoted  hereunder : — 


Notified  from — 

Male  Clinic,  Brisbane  .  .  .  .  336 

Female  Clinic,  Brisbane  .  .  .  .  13 

Other  defaulters  ..  ..  ..  ..  127 

Total  for  year  . .  .  .  . .  470 


Letters  to  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  408 

Summary. 

Reported  back  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  160 

Certificates  of  cure  received  from  .  .  7 

Replies  awaited  from  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Referred  to  Police  as  no  replies  received  .  .  238 

Total  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  408 

Direct  to  Police  because  of  previous 

warnings  or  insufficient  particulars,  &c.  68 

Referred  to  Police,  ride  above  summary.  .  238 

Advices  outstanding  from  Police  at  30tli 

June,  1925  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  97 

Total  cases  inquired  into  by  Police 

during  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  403 

Summary  of  Police  Action. 

No  trace  found  of  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  125 

Wai’ned  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  188 

Certificates  of  cure  received  from  .  .  42 

Left  Queensland  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Dead  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

In  prison  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  1 

In  mental  asylum  .  .  •  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Outstanding  replies  at  30tli  June,  1926  .  .  25 


Total  .  403 


During  the  year  action  was  taken  in  19 
instances  to  prohibit  the  handling  of  foodstuffs 
by  venereal  disease  sufferers,  vide  Regulation 
14  (1)  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Regulations, 
1923,  and  which  is  quoted  hereunder.  Seven 
of  the  persons  (all  males)  resided  in  the  metro¬ 
politan  area,  and  10  males  and  2  females  in 
centres  outside  the  metropolis. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

For  breaches  of  the  Health  Acts  relating  to 
venereal  disease  and  the  Venereal  Diseases  Regu¬ 
lations  of  1923,  51  prosecutions  were  instituted, 
with  the  following  results : — 

Brisbane — Regulation  10. — Nineteen  cases 
against  prostitutes,  12  of  which  were  withdrawn; 
the  seven  persons  proceeded  against  were  fined 
£33  and  costs,  totalling  in  all  £34  4s.  6d. 

Regulation  9.- — Five  males ;  2  cases  with¬ 
drawn  and  3  persons  fined  £25  and  £2  12s.  6d. 
costs,  totalling  £27  12s.  6d.  One  case  (male)  for 
breach  of  section  162  (3)  pending  at  30tli  June, 
1926. 

Cairns — Regulation  10. — One  case  (prosti¬ 
tute),  no  fine  but  3s.  6d.  costs  of  court  imposed. 

Section  168  (1)  (ii.)  of  “  The  Health  Acts, 
1900  to  1922.” — One  male  sentenced  to  four 
months’  imprisonment  and  to  pay  £5  10s.  4d. 
costs. 

Ingham. — Two  prostitutes  fined  £4  and  7s. 
costs  for  breach  of  Regulation  10. 

Mackay. — Two  cases  for  breaches  of  Regula¬ 
tion  10;  one  dismissed  and  the  other  woman 
fined  £1  and  £3  6s.  3d.  costs. 

Rockhampton. — Six  cases  for  breach  of  Regu¬ 
lation  10 ;  two  withdrawn,  two  women  not  found, 


and  two  fined  £15  and  £4  11s.  costs.  One  male 
fined  £1  and  3s.  6d.  costs  for  a  breach  of  section 
166  (2)  of  “The  Health  Acts,  1900  to  1922.” 

Regulation  9. — Two  cases,  one  male  and  one 
female ;  fines  amounting  to  £6  and  costs  to  £4  11s. 
imposed. 

Townsville — Regulation  10. — Eleven  cases  in¬ 
stituted  ;  two  withdrawn  and  nine  proceeded 
with.  Fines  amounting  to  £15  10s.  and  costs 
£11  0s.  6d.,  totalling  £26  10s.  6d.,  imposed. 

Summary. 

Total  cases,  42  females  and  9  males  =  51. 

Total  fines  £100  10s.  and  total  costs  £33  10s.  Id. 
— >  £134  0s.  Id. 

One  case  (metropolitan  area)  outstanding  at 
30th  June,  1926. 

As  the  pioneers  of  the  Australian  States  in 
tackling  the  problem  of  venereal  disease,  which 
we  started  in  1912  by  the  amendment  of  the 
Health  Acts,  we  still  continue  in  tightening  up 
the  regulations  where  necessary,  the  latest  being 
one  dealing  with  food  handlers.  Although  the 
Health  Acts  provide  for  numeral  notifications 
instead  of  names  being  furnished,  yet  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  advisable  to  protect  the  public  by  an 
amendment  as  follows: — 

“The  following  paragraph  is  added  to  Regu¬ 
lation  14  (1)  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Regula¬ 
tion  of  1923 : — 

“Every  medical  practitioner  shall,  when 
required  by  the  Commissioner,  supply  to 
him  the  name  and  address  of  any  person 
attended  or  treated  by  him  who  is  suffering 
from  venereal  disease,  and  whose  occupation 
is  carrying,  delivering,  manufacturing,  pre¬ 
paring,  or  otherwise  handling  any  food 
intended  for  consumption  by  any  other 
person.  ’  ’ 

During  the  past  year  19  food  handlers,  includ¬ 
ing  waiters,  waitresses,  bar  attendants,  butchers, 
cooks,  pastry  makers,  &c.,  were  ordered  by  me 
to  abstain  from  their  calling  until  they  received  a 
certificate  of  cure  to  my  satisfaction,  thus  as  far 
as  possible  protecting  the  community  from  this 
source  of  infection. 

Prostitutes  still  receive  the  necessary  atten¬ 
tion  of  periodic  examination,  and  where  micro¬ 
scopic  evidence  is  positive  they  are  committed 
for  treatment.  In  Brisbane  a  total  of  52  entered 
the  Department’s  special  hospital  for  treatment, 
and  in  the  thirteen  outside  examining  centres 
another  20  women  were  committed,  making  a 
total  of  72,  and  which  in  my  mind  upholds  the 
necessity  for  the  examination  of  this  class,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  adverse  criticism  at  times 
levelled  against  the  Department  by  certain 
sections  of  the  community.  It  is  further  pleasing 
to  quote,  amongst  the  suggestions  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Health  that  visited  the  different 
States  during  1925,  the  following: — 

“The  Queensland  Act  is  the  only  one  that 
provides  for  the  detention  of  prostitutes 
who  are  infected.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
similar  clauses  should  be  introduced  into 
the  Acts  in  the  other  States.” 

All  bacteriological  work  is  now  carried  out 
under  supervision  at  this  Department’s  Labora¬ 
tory,  including  the  complement  fixation  test  for 
gonorrhoea. 
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During  the  year  it  was  considered  advisable 
to  make  a  change  with  regard  to  the  hours 
devoted  to  the  venereal  disease  clinics,  as  the  tax 
upon  one  officer  was  apparently  too  great  to  give 
the  daily  service  morning  and  evening  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  public.  It  was  therefore 
decided  to  substitute  part-time  men  instead  of 
one  whole-time  officer.  So  that  we  now  have  a 
daily  attendance  by  a  medical  officer  morning 
and  evening.  With  regard  to  the  females,  the 
part-time  medical  officers  attend  to  them  at  their 
surgeries  as  private  patients  under  their  agree¬ 
ment  with  this  Department.  This  arrangement 
is  proving  very  satisfactory,  and  is  probably  the 
cause  of  the  increased  number  of  females  being 
notified ;  and  it  also  provides  the  strictest  secrecy 
for  the  women  suffering  from  this  disease.  No 
demi-mondes  are  treated  under  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  as  special  hospital  facilities  are  provided 
for  them. 

SANITATION. 

During  the  year  sapitary  administration  has 
been  kept  well  to  the  front  in  respect  to  close 
supervision  of  general  sanitary  conditions  both 
in  the  metropolitan  and  outside  areas,  and  this 
has  been  particularly  directed  in  connection 
with  the  strict  carrying  out  ' of  the  requirements 
of  the  Sanitary  Conveniences  and  Nightsoil 
Disposal  Regulations. 

Officers  on  tour  of  inspection  give  personal 
advice  to  Local  Authorities  in  regard  to  the 
installation  of  fly-proof  cabinets,  and  as  a  result 
many  orders  for  the  supply  in  quantities  of 
standard  cabinets  have  been  executed,  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  practically  the  whole 
of  the  areas  throughout  the  State  are  now  adopt¬ 
ing  this  necessary  improved  method  of  fly-proof 
convenience,  which  must  necessarily  account  for 
the  diminution  in  the  incidence  both  of  typhoid, 
hookworm,  and  fly-borne  diseases. 

Moreover,  the  Councils  have  taken  advantage 
of  our  inspector’s  presence  in  their  midst  to 
consult  upon  matters  of  improved  drainage 
facilities,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  Local 
Authorities  are  recognising  their  obligations  in 
providing  some,  measure  of  relief  to  householders, 
hotels,  and  other  places  where  in  the  past  waste 
water  had  occasioned  serious  cause  for  com¬ 
plaint.  In  addition,  the  protection  of  water¬ 
courses  from  pollution  of  household  drainage, 
as  well  as  wells,  &c.,  has  exercised  the  interests 
of  councils  in  obtaining  professional  advice  in 
these  important  health  features. 

Drainage  nuisances  occurring  at  wool-scours, 
butter  factories,  fellmongeries,  &c.,  have  also 
received  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  inspectors,  and  advantage  is  taken  by 
owners  of  such  premises,  who  are  generally 
anxious  to  ameliorate  insanitary  conditions,  to 
obtain  advice  during  such  visits,  with  the  result 
that  effectual  improvements  have  resulted. 

A  pleasing  feature  of  this  year’s  work  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  suppression  of  mosquito  life 
has  been  the  good  research  work  performed  by 
Inspector  E.  W.  Buhot.  Ilis  experiments  prove 
that  the  indigenous  small  fish  sucfy-  as  the  blue- 
eve,  green  perchlet,  and  crimson-spotted  sunfish 
are  equal  in  their  larvivorous  habits  and  have 
the  advantage  over  the  well-known  Barbadoes 
“millions”  by  being  able  to  withstand  our 


climatic  conditions.  In  addition  the  discovery 
of  a  new  species  of  Nitella  (A.  phauloteles,  J. 
Groves  Ms.),  which  has  been  thoroughly  tested, 
has  been  found  to  prove  an  efficient  deterrent  to 
the  breeding  of  mosquitoes. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  experiments 
carried  out  by  Inspector  Buhot  are  of  interest : — 

“The  experiments  with  the  Nitella  were  com¬ 
menced  on  the  afternoon  of  the  20th  January, 
1925,  at  about  4.30  p.m.  I  collected  and  planted 
the  Nitella  in  a  glass  aquarium  in  ordinary  black 
soil  and  three  parts  filled  the  aquarium  with' 
rain  water — 13  gallons.  The  plant  was  well 
under  the  surface  of  the  water,  as  I  noticed 
that  when  the  plant  was  discovered  it  grew  on 
the  bottom  of  the  creek  well  under  the  running 
water,  or  where  noticed  in  stagnant  water  the 
plant  never  rose  to  the  surface  of  same.  This 
fact  is  worthy  of  notice,  as  if  the  water  is  allowed 
to  dry  off  the  plant  sufficiently  to  permit  of  it 
being  exposed  it  readily  couches  under  the  water, 
until  it  slowly  dies  if  the  water  is  not  kept  well 
over  it.  It  is  also  noticed  that  the  plant  never 
attains  to  the  surface  of  the  water  in  any  place 
where  it  has  been  discovered. 

“Daily  observations  of  the  plant  were  noticed 
as  to  the  growth,  &c.,  also  attention  was  paid  to 
the  depth* of  water  in  the  aquarium,  this  being 
always  at  about  the  same  height  to  permit  of  the 
same  depth  of  water  being  kept  between  the  top¬ 
most  growth  of  the  plant  and  the  surface  of  the 
water,  thus  as  previously  observed  never  allow¬ 
ing  the  plant  to  grow  too  near  the  surface  of  the 
water. 

“On  the  morning  of  the  27th  January  a  green 
scum  and  small  globules  were  noticed  upon  the 
surface  of  the  water,  also  a  thin  film  resembling 
oil  was  noticed.  Upon  examination  the  green 
scum  proved  to  be  due  to  the  bacterial  growth, 
and  the  globules  the  gases  from  the  vegetable 
contents  of  the  water  and  the  thin  film  being  the 
peculiar  vegetable  oil  given  off  by  the  plant 
which  has  the  deterrent  effect  on  the  female 
mosquito,  preventing  her  from  laying  her  eggs 
upon  the  surface  of  the  water  of  any  creek,  pool, 
tank,  or  receptacle  where  this  plant  should  be 
found  to  be  growing. 

“On  Saturday  morning,  31st  January,  I 
collected  some  mosquito  larvae,  Culex  fatigans, 
and  placed  them  in  the  tank  where  the  Nitella 
was  growing.  On  Monday  morning,  2nd  Feb¬ 
ruary,  the  larvae  were  still  alive;  3rd  February, 
still  alive  and  remaining  so  for  two  more  days, 
when  they  were  noticed  to  be  very  sick,  and 
on  the  6th  February  the  larvae  were  found  to  be 
dead  in  the  aquarium.  I  then  placed  two  other 
aquaria  alongside  the  one  which  contained  the 
Nitella,  and  put  the  same  amount  of  water  in 
them  with  soil  and  vegetable  life.  Mosquitoes 
bred  in  these  aquaria  but  not  in  the  one  con¬ 
taining  the  Cliaraceae,  thus  to  some  extent 
proving  that  the  water  in  this  particular 
aquarium  was  repellent  to  the  female  mosquito. 
To  further  prove  this,  I  procured  some  female 
mosquitoes  which  I  had  bred  out  and  had  been 
fecundated,  and  allowed  them  to  feed  upon  my 
blood,  after  which  I  transferred  them  under  a 
mosquito  net  which  ,  was  now  screening  the 
aquarium,  and  allowed  them  full  access  to  the 
surface  of  the  water,  watching  them  whenever 
opportunity  offered. 
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“A  month  elapsed  and  during  that  time  I 
continually  found  dead  female  mosquitoes  on  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  on  careful  examination 
of  the  surface  1  could  not  discover  any  eggs,  nor 
did  any  mosquito  larvae  appear  in  the  aquarium 
up  to  the  1st  October,  1925.  Some  mosquitoes 
were  also  found  on  the  floor ;  these  had 
apparently  fallen  off  the  net  where  they  had  been 
resting. 

‘  ‘  I  may  also  mention  that  in  the  other  aquaria 
where  mosquitoes  were  caged  they  laid  their  eggs 
upon  the  surface  of  the  water  in  great  numbers. 
This  appears  to  be  another  link  to  the  chain 
of  evidence  that  at  least  this  particular  species 
of  Characese  has  repellent  properties  on  the 
mosquito. 

‘‘The  various  species  of  mosquitoes  were  tried 
in  the  aquarium  containing  the  plant  ( Stegomyia 
fasciata,  Culex  fatigans,  and  Anopheles 
nyssorhychus) ,  also  some’  varieties  of  bush 
mosquitoes ;  all  gave  the  same  favourable  and 
pleasing  results  of  not  laying  their  eggs  upon 
the  surface  of  the  water  in  the  aquarium  where 
the  plant  existed.  Then  came  the  difficult  task 
of  proving  that  the  toxic  effect  given  off  to  the 
water  by  this  plant  was  not  poisonous  to  man 
and  animal  life.  The  following  methods  were 
adopted  and  their  results  carefully  noted  as 
particularised  hereunder. 

“On  the  11th  June,  1925,  I  obtained  seven 
live  rats,  which  I  placed  in  a  cage  and  fed  them 
on  dry  food.  The  only  drinking  water  given 
them  daily  for  a  period  of  one  month  was  the 
water,  taken  from  the  aquarium  containing  the 
Characese  plant ;  the  rats  lived  and  were  abvays 
well  and  in  a  healthy  condition.  After  another 
month,  fed  in  the  same  way  and  given  the  same 
water,  no  difference  was  noticed  in  the  health 
of  the  rats,  which  were  destroyed  and  post¬ 
mortem  examination  showed  all  internal  organs 
to  be  in  a  healthy  state. 

“To  further  test  the  water  I  introduced  fish 
into  the  aquarium,  and  they  have  lived  and 
thrived  for  some  months  in  the  aquarium  con¬ 
taining  the  Characese  Nitella;  also  slugs  have 
been  placed  in  the  same  water  and  are  still  alive. 

“To  further  protect  the  public  against  any 
risk  from  drinking  the  water  from  any  creek, 
tank,  or  pond  in  which  Characese  Nitella  grows, 
I  have  for  the  past  two  months  been  drinking 
two  glasses  daily  of  the  water  taken  from  the 
aquarium  and  have  not  noticed  any  ill-effects 
therefrom. 

“The  plant  when  properly  moved  and  trans¬ 
planted  grows  prolifically  and  reproduces  freely ; 
also  fresh  growths  soon  appear  and  flourish  v/ell 
until  the  whole  bed  of  the  creek  becomes  closely 
covered  with  the  growth  of  the  plant.  For  orna¬ 
mental  ponds  it  can  readily  be  used,  and  should 
prove  a  boon  to  the  users.  From  all  my  experi¬ 
ments  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  plant, 
Nitella  phauloteles,  and  I  feel  sure  when  my 
further  experiments  have  been  completed 
through  this  summer  the  plant  will  come  into 
general  use  in  the  large  lagoons  and  swamps 
which  abound  in  the  Greater  Brisbane  area  and 
afford  a  breeding  ground  for  mosquitoes,  which 
occur  and  reoccur  each  year.  ’  ’ 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  J.  Simp¬ 
son)  has  furnished  the  following  particulars  of 
the  work  carried  out  by  his  staff  for  the  past 
year 


On  the  1st  October,  1925,  the  numerous  Local 
Authorities  within  the  metropolitan  area  ceased 
to  exist  and  the  whole  area  came  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  one  Local  Authority.  The  execution  of 
the  provisions  of  “ The  Health  Acts ,  1900  to 
1922,”  and  the  regulations  made  thereunder  is 
now  centralised  and  operated  by  the  Brisbane 
City  Council’s  Health  Department.  The  cen¬ 
tralisation  of  health  work,  when  efficiently 
organised  and  effectually  administered,  has  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  proved  a  great  success 
in  Local  Authority  administration,  and  has  been 
the  means  of  raising  the  standard  of  sanitation 
and  providing  a  healthier  environment  for  the 
people. 

It  is  hoped  that  similar  results  will  be 
achieved  in  the  Greater  Brisbane  area. 

The  metropolitan  area  is  not  looked  upon,  so 
far  as  sanitation  is  concerned,  as  a  model  by 
other  Local  Authorities  within  the  State  and 
elsewhere.  It  is  a  very  common  comment  made 
by  members  of  country  Local  Authorities  to 
officers  of  this  Department  while  on  tours  of 
inspection,  “Clean  up  Brisbane  first,  then  talk 
to  us.” 

Now  that  divided  authority  is  a  thing  of  the 
past,  it  is  expected  that  the  capital  city  of  the 
Queen  State  will,  establish  for  itself  a  place 
among  the  cities  of  the  world  by  the  adoption  of 
modern  methods  and  standards  in  regard  to 
sanitation. 

There  is  a  tremendous  amount  of  work  to  be 
done  in  sanitary  matters  before  Brisbane  can  be 
considered  as  satisfactory. 

The  usual  inspectorial  work  has  been  carried 
out  during  the  year,  particulars  of  which  are  as 

follows : —  r. 

Inspections. 


General  inspections  .  .  . .  . .  1,994 

Written  complaints  . .  . .  . .  157 

Verbal  complaints  .  .  . .  . .  . .  179 


Total  inspections  . .  . .  .  .  2,330 

Reinspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  468 

Official  calls  . 528 


Grand  total  . .  . .  ..  3,326 


Analysis  of  Inspections. 

Animals  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  19 

Disinfections  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  10 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  338 

Dirty  premises  . .  .  .  . .  . .  54 

Dust  sampling  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Fertiliser  works  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Fly  infestation  .  .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Gully  traps,  oiling  .  .  . .  . .  107 

Hospitals 

Infectious  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  13 

Low-lying  swampy  lands  .  .  .  .  . .  71 

Mosquito  infestation  . .  . .  . .  50 

Meatworks  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  30 

Manure  accumulations  .  .  .  .  . .  63 

Noxious  trades  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  34 

Premises  dilapidated  ....  . .  2 

Piggeries  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Rubbish — 

Accumulations  . .  . .  . .  58 

Tips .  86 

Destructor  .  . .  .  .  .  .  8 

Non-removal  of  .  .  . .  . .  32 

Rat  infestation — Rat-proofing  of — 

Premises  ' . .  .  .  ....  22 

Wharves  .  .  .  .  .  139 

River  walls  . .  . .  . .  . .  88 

Meatworks  .  .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Sanitary  conveniences  . .  . .  . .  578 

New  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Sites  for  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 
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Analysis  gf  Inspections — continued. 


Sanitary  pans — - 

Non  -removal  of  . .  . .  . .  71 

Leaky  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Sanitary  depots  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  53 

Sites  for  sanitary  depots  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Street  water-channels  .  .  .  .  .  .  108 

Slaughter-yards  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Stagnant  water,  accumulations  of  .  .  29 

Sewers  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  54 

Septic  tanks  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Stables  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Streams  and  watercourses,  pollution  of  .  .  20 

Schools  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Smoke  nuisances  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  4 

Urinals — 

Public  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Private  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  13 

Wh  arves,  general  inspections  ..  ..  21 

Water-closet  accommodation  .  .  .  .  1 


2,330 

Rat  Infestation. 

A  special  inspection  was  made  of  the  wharves 
and  adjacent  river  retaining  walls  within  the 
shipping  area  of  Brisbane.  A  report  was  sub¬ 
mitted  on  their  condition. 

During  the  year  the  following  rat-proofing 
work  has  been  completed : — 

River  retaining — Commonwealth  Oil  Refin¬ 
ing  Co.,  New  Farm; 

River  retaining  walls — Fish  Market,  South 
Brisbane ; 

The  Mercantile  Wharf,  Bulimba ;  the  Rail¬ 
way  Wharf,  Pinkenba. 

Defects  in  rat-proofing  at  Birt  ’s  Wharf,  South 
Brisbane,  have  been  made  good. 


Work  of  a  rat-proofing  nature  has  been  exe¬ 
cuted  at  the  following  railway  yards : — Central 
Station,  Albion,  Goodna.  Work  of  a  similar 
nature  has  been  done  at  the  following  schools : — 
Milton,  Ithaca,  Normal,  Petrie  terrace,  Kangaroo 
Point.  Rat-proofing  has  been  carried  out  at 
other  Government  property. 

All  Government  buildings  and  premises  are 
regularly  and  systematically  inspected,  baited, 
and  trapped  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  gang. 
Visits  by  inspectors  are  also  made  from  time  to 
time.  The  river  walls  and  wharves  are  baited 
regularly  by  two  members  of  the  gang.  The 
Department’s  gang  with  dogs  is  always  in 
attendance  at  the  wharves  where  ships  from 
foreign  ports  are  berthed.  The  Department’s 
gang  of  nine  men  has  remained  unchanged 
throughout  the  year.  They  are  kept  constantly 
employed  attending  to  Government  buildings, 
premises,  and  property,  and  on  the  retaining 
walls  of  the  Brisbane  River. 


The  following  are  details  of  the  work  of  the 


gang : — 

Lb. 

Poison  manufactured  ..  ..  ..  2,617 

Poison  sold  to  Local  Authorities  . .  848 

Poison  sold  to  public  . .  .  .  1 ,47 8 

Poison  used  for  making  baits  .  .  . .  266 

Number  of  baits  sold  . .  . .  23,065 


Number  of  baits  laid  by  Department' s  Gang. 


River  walls  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  359,560 

Wharves  ..  ..  ..  ..  60,100 

Railway  premises  . .  .  .  .  .  85,900 

Government  buildings  .  .  .  .  .  .  36,650 

Meatworks  ..  ..  ..  ..  £1,860 

Other  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  7,400 


591,470 


Number  of  baits  sold  to  public  . .  43,065 

Number  of  baits  sold  to  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . .  . .  . .  . .  26,900 

Number  of  baits  sold  to  others  outside 

metropolitan  area  .  .  .  .  . .  23,350 


93,315 


Grand  total  of  baits  issued  .  .  684,785 

Seven  hundred  and  twenty-three  4-lb.  loaves  were 
used  in  the  making  of  the  poisoned  baits. 

The  total  number  of  rodents  which  passed 
through  the  depot  numbered  24,550,  and  155 
rats  were  destroyed  as  unfit  for  examination. 
Since  the  26th  January,  1926,  the  rats  caught 
within  the  Brisbane  City  Council’s  area  were 
delivered  direct  to  this  Department  ’s  laboratory 
and  not  passed  through  the  depot.  The  total 
rodents  examined  at  the  laboratory  numbered 
52,279.  None  were  found  to  be  infected  with 
plague  bacilli. 

The  rat  population  of  the  Brisbane  area  is 
very  high — so  high  as  to  present  a  very  serious 
aspect  and  to  be  a  grave  danger  to  the  City  and 
State.  Brisbane  is  the  key  position.  Transport 
by  land  and  sea  radiates  to  all  parts,  and  should 
plague  again  make  its  appearance  the  whole 
State,  as  in  past  epidemics,  will  suffer  in  conse¬ 
quence.  Thorough  organisation  in  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  rat  prevention  and  destruction  methods 
is  absolutely  essential  to  cope  with  the  present 
rat  population,  as  well  as  the  natural  increase, 
which  amounts  to  a  very  large  figure. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  number  of  premises  connected  to  the 
sewers  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Supply  and 
Sewerage  Board’s  sewers  has  reached  a  total  of 
6,350. 

The  suburban  areas  are  developing  very 
rapidly.  Houses  are  being  erected  without  re¬ 
gard  to  the  removal  of  liquid  household  wastes, 
and  as  a  consequence  nuisances  from  this  source 
are  very  frequent.  The  Brisbane  City  Council 
has  a  number  of  large  sewerage  and  drainage 
schemes  on  hand  which,  when  completed,  will 
in  some  measure  relieve  the  situation. 

Sanitary  Depots. 

New  sites  for  nightsoil  burial  depots  were  in¬ 
spected  at  Strathpine,  Dayboro,  and  Bribie 
Island,  and  reports  submitted  on  same. 

The  depots  within  the  metropolitan  a.rea  have 
been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  when 
found  necessary  recommendations  were  made  in 
order  to  improve  the  existing  condition. 

Rubbish  Tips. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  rubbish  tips  in 
and  around  Brisbane.  Inspections  by  officers 
of  the  Department  have  been  made  at  regular 
intervals,  and  suggestions  submitted  where 
improvements  were  desired. 

Nigiitsoil  Removal  Services. 

Inquiries  were  made  in  the  Kedron  sanitary 
area,  and  it  was  found  that  no  action  had  been 
taken  to  extend  the  service  to  premises  which, 
although  situated  within  the  defined  area,  were 
not  receiving  attention.  Representations  have 
been  made  to  the  Brisbane  City  Council  to  have 


this  service  carried  out  in  its  entirety.  A  new 
contract  is  about  to  be  finalised,  and  in  a  short 
time  this  matter  will  receive  attention. 

A  survey  of  the  Bardon  Estate  area  was  made, 
and  inquiries  elicited  the  fact  that  no  sanitary 
service  was  being  carried  out.  The  Department 
has  called  upon  the  Local  Authority  to  have  the 
service  established  in  this  residential  area. 

Pollution  of  Streams  and  Watercourses. 

The  gross  pollution  of  many  of  Brisbane’s  fine 
streams  and  creeks  still  continues.  Many  inspec¬ 
tions  of  Kingfisher  Creek,  Breakfast  Creek, 
Kedron  Brook,  and  others  have  been  made,  and 
reports  on  these  nuisances  submitted. 

Industrial  Nuisances. 

Samples  of  dust  were  again  taken  from  the 
Whinstanes  Cotton  Ginnery.  The  apparatus 
was  pbtained  from  the  Government  Analyst,  and 
all  instructions  given  by  him  were  carefully 
carried  out.  Twelve  samples,  which  occupied 
two  days,  were  taken  at  different  points  on  the 
several  buildings  where  dust  was  evolved  from 
the  process  in  operation.  The  samples  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Government  Analyst  for  examina¬ 
tion  and  report. 

Two  of  the  principal  sawmills  have  adopted  an 
expensive  process  whereby  all  unconsumed’  par¬ 
ticles  of  sawdust  and  planing  machine  chips 
that  were  carried  up  the  smoke-stack  by  the 
furnace  draught,  and  which  previously  were 
liberated  into  the  air  and  became  a  source  of 
nuisance  to  the  people  residing  in  adjacent  areas 
to  the  sawmills,  are  now  consumed  by  a  special 
patented  process,  and  in  two  cases  nuisances  have 
been  abated. 

Sanitary  Contracts. 

All  contracts  drawn  up  by  Local  Authorities 
for  the  removal  of  nightsoil  and  refuse  must  be 
submitted  to  the  Commissioner  for  approval. 
Contracts  from  the  following  Local  Authorities 
were  forwarded  to  the  Department ;  these  were 
carefully  perused  and  corrected  where  necessary : 

Blackall  Town  Council,  Caboolture  Goolman, 
Jericho,  Longreach,  Paroo,  Rosewood,  Strath- 
pine,  Stanthorpe,  and  Tambourine  Shires. 


By-laws. 

By-laws  from  the  following  Shires  were 
passed : — Herberton,  Carpentaria,  Ilfracombe, 
Glengallan,  Inglewood,  and  Tara. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Samples  and  orders  for  regulation  cabinet 
pansteads  have  been  inspected,  passed,  and 
stamped  by  an  officer  of  this  Department  for 
the  following  Local  Authorities: — Allora,  Bau- 
hinia,  Bendemere,  Bungil,  Booringa,  Cloncurry, 
Charleville,  Gladstone,  Inglewood,  Kilcoy,  Mac- 
kinlay,  Maroochy,  Milmerran,  Proserpine,  Red- 
cliffe,  Stanthorpe,  and  Tambo.  Total  number 
of  cabinets,  230. 

Lazaret. 

An  officer  of  the  Department  made  inspections 
of  the  sanitary  conditions  at  the  lazaret.  This 
same  officer  took  charge  of  the  administration 
from  the  10th  August  to  5tli  September,  1925. 
Patients  on  the  way  to  the  lazaret  were  escorted 
to  Cleveland  and  handed  over  to  the  superinten¬ 
dent  by  officers  of  the  Department. 


Regulations,  &c. 

The  Sanitary  Conveniences  and  Nightsoil  Dis¬ 
posal  Regulations  were  revised.  Alterations 
were  made  which  simplified  the  constructional 
requirements  for  closets,  and  one  standard  fiy- 
proof  cabinet  has  been  specified  for  the  whole 
of  the  State. 

The  model  specifications  for  the  removal  of 
nightsoil  and  refuse  were  extensively  revised 
and  brought  up  to  date.  The  “Model”  contains 
all  the  requirements  of  the  Commissioner  in 
regard  to  these  services,  as  well  as  the  legal  con¬ 
ditions  required  in  drawing  up  such  a  contract. 
The  “Model”  is  complete  in  every  detail  and  can 
be  adopted  by  Local  Authorities  as  a  legal 
contract. 

Seaside  Resorts. 

All  the  seaside  resorts  have  as  a  regular 
routine  been  inspected  prior  to  the  usual  holiday 
rushes.  Sanitary  accommodation  and  other 
matters  are  not  up  to  date  or  satisfactory  at  most 
of  our  holiday  places,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  report 
that  improvements  at  many  of  the  principal 
resorts  are  contemplated. 

Disinfecting  Outfits. 

Pumps  for  disinfecting  purposes  were  selected 
and  ordered  for  the  following  Councils: — Paroo, 
Caboolture,  and  Kilcoy  Shires.  Alformant 
lamps  were  ordered  for  Waterford,  Paroo,  and 
Eacham  Shires. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


Seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  cases  of  notifi¬ 
able  diseases  were  reported  within  the  metropoli¬ 
tan  area  up  to  31st  December,  1925,  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  349  premises  were  disinfected  by  this 
Department. 

The  Brisbane  City  Council  took  over  the  work 
of  disinfection  in  January  last,  and  the  two 
experienced  disinfectors  who  had  been  specially 
trained,  and  had  been  carrying  out  this  work  for 
the  Department  ever  since  its  inception,  were 
taken  over  by  the  City  Council  together  with 
their  equipment.  However,  the  Department  still 
continues  to  carry  out  disinfection  for  two  Local 
Authorities  not  merged  in  the  Greater  Brisbane 
area — viz.,  Cleveland  and  Tingalpa  Shires. 


Railway  carriages  used  for  conveying  patients 
suffering  from  infectious  disease,  32  in  all  for 
the  year,  were  thoroughly  disinfected.  In  addi¬ 
tion  the  following  Government  premises  were 
disinfected: — Wooloowin  State  School,  Hamilton 
Cold  Stores,  Record  Room  Lands  Department, 
and  the  Creche  at  Morningside.  The  following 
Government  steamers  were  cyanided  for  the 
destruction  of  vermin: — S.Ss.  “Champion,” 
£  ‘  Cormorant,  ”  “  Bream,  ”  “  Remora,  ”  “  Pumba,  ’  ’ 
“Bonito, ”  and  the  “Matthew  Flinders.” 


Mosquitoes  and  Other  Pests. 

Numerous  inquiries  have  been  received  from 
country  Local  Authorities  regarding  the  eradi¬ 
cation  of  mosquitoes.  This  information  has  been 
provided  and  sample  mosquito  stra.iMers  for¬ 
warded  at  their  request. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  experiments  with 
local  minnows  have  been  conducted  by  the 
Department,  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating 
the  suitability  of  our  local  fish  for  larvacidal 
purposes.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  they 


14 


compare  more  than  favourably  with  the  imported 
Barbadoes  “ millions”  which  had  been  previ¬ 
ously  experimented  with. 

Complaints  were  numerous  for  about  six 
months,  from  October,  1925,  to  March,  1926, 
regarding  an  itch  affecting  the  skin  of  scholars 
attending  schools,  and  at  private  residences  and 
the  Supreme  Court  House.  No  time  was  lost  in 
investigating  the  cause  of  the  complaints,  which 
proved  to  be  due  to  bird  mites  whose  hosts  were 
the  pigeons,  starlings,  and  sparrows.  The  active 
measures  adopted  by  the  Department  suppressed 
this  mild  epidemic  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

Advice  has  been  freely  afforded  persons  calling 
at  the  Department  for  information  and  assist¬ 
ance  in  ridding  their  premises  of  the  house-bug. 
Numbers  of  householders  in  and  around  Brisbane 
applied  to  the  Department  for  advice  how  to 
cope  with  hen-lice  pests ;  as  in  the  case  of  the  bird 
mites,  an  officer  was  detailed  to  give  the  necessary 
information. 

Country  Inspections. 

The  tours  listed  hereunder  were  made  by 
officers  of  the  headquarters  staff.  All  matters 
pertaining  to  sanitary  executive  were  inquired 
into,  and  surveys  of  the  various  towns  carried  out 
so  as  to  find  out  if  Local  Authorities  were  enforc¬ 
ing  the  provisions  of  the  Health  Acts  and  Regu¬ 
lations.  Reports  were  made  by  the  visiting 
officers  and  submitted  to  the  Councils  for  their 
consideration.  In  a  number  of  the  towns  the 
discharge  of  waste  drainage  from  butter  and 
cheese  factories  has  been  a  constant  source  of 
active  nuisance.  Complaints  have  been  lodged 
at  the  Department,  and  as  a  result  inspections 
were  made  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
recommendations  were  made  by  him  as  to  the 
best  known  methods  of  disposal  without  causing 
nuisance. 

New  sanitary  depots  have  been  selected  and 
approved  in  the  following  country  centres: — 
Southport,  Catton,  Strathpine,  Nerang,  Dayboro, 
Coolangatta,  and  Harrisville.  The  refuse 
removal  service  has  been  extended  to  the  whole 
of  the  Gympie  area,  where  the  centre  of  the  city 
only  was  served  in  past  years.  A  forward  move¬ 
ment  in  the  disposal  of  sanitary  matter  is  being 
taken  at  Gordonvale,  Edmonton,  and  Babinda, 
where  incinerators  are  to  be  erected. 

The  pollution  of  streams  caused  by  the  dis¬ 
charge  Of  sugar-mill  drainage  and  molasses 
therein'  has  been  the!  source  of  complaint.  The 
nuisance  has  been  mitigated  in  several  instances 
by  the  disposal  of  the  molasses  on  the  land  or 
by  burning  same  in  the  mill  furnaces.  In  some 
areas  the  farmers  are  beginning  to  recognise  the 
manurial  value  of  molasses,  and  cart  it  away  for 
manure.  With  the  advent  of  the  distilleries  for 
the  production  of  power  alcohol,  the  nuisances 
before  mentioned  should  become  a  thing  of  the 
past. 

An  investigation  was  made  into  the  removal  of 
household  refuse  at  Redbank ;  a  monthly  service 
was  found  to  be  in  vogue.  The  Council  were 
instructed  to  have  the  service  carried  out  once 
per  week.  In  the  BrasSall  area,  situated  within 
the  Ipswich  Council’s  area,  a  survey  was  harried 
out  to  determine  the  necessity  or  otherwise  of  the 
establishment  of  a  nightsoil  removal  service.  All 
premises  within  the  locality  were  visited.  The 
Council  were  advised  of  the  recommendations 
made  by  the  inspecting  officer.  It  is  interesting 


to  note  that  132  towns  and  townships  throughout 
the  State  are  carrying  out  the  nightsoil  removal 
service  by  daylight. 

An  anti-plague  crusade  was  carried  out  in 
the  following  Northern  towns: — Rockhampton, 
Townsville,  Cairns,  as  well  as  Port  Douglas  and 
Mossman.  The  foreman  of  the  Department’s  rat 
gang  was  deputed  to  take  charge  of  the  various 
Council  gangs  during  the  operations,  and  with 
satisfactory  results. 

The  tours  undertaken  by  officers  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  are  as  follows : — 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

16th  March  to  13th  April,  1926. 

Rockhampton,  Bowen,  Ayr,  Townsville, 
Cairns,  Mackay,  Bundaberg,  Maryborough,  and 
Gympie. 

Inspector  McNeil. 

26t,h  October  to  25th  November,  1925. 

Southport,  Molindinar,  Coolangatta,  CurrUm- 
bin,  Burleigh  Heads,  West  Burleigh,  Tugiin, 
Nerang,  Oxenford,  Beenleigh,  Waterford, 
Canungra,  Tambourine,  Tambourine  Mountain, 
Logan  Village,  Beaudesert,  Ratlidowney,  and 
Lamington. 

Inspector  Cato. 

2nd  November  to  22nd  December,  1925. 

Gympie,  Bundaberg,  Gin  Gin,  Mount  Perry, 
Maryborough,  Gayndah,  Mundubbera,  Eidsvold, 
Degilbo,  Biggenden,  Pialba,  Childers,  Cordalba, 
Torbanlea,  and  Tiaro. 

■a  u! 

Inspector  Lowes. 

24th  March  to  10th  April,  1926. 

Gatton,  Forest  Hill,  Laidley,  Grandchester, 
Rosewood,  Marburg,  and  Mulgowie. 

Inspector  Philp. 

22nd  March  to  14th  May,  1926. 

Chinchilla,  Miles,  Juandah,  Taroom,  Dnlacca, 
Yenlba,  Surat,  Wallumbilla,  Roma,  Mungalalla, 
Charleville,  Quilpie,  Adavale,  Thargomindah, 
Cunnamulla,  Wyandra,  Morven,  Mitchell,  Amby, 
and  Muckadilla. 

Inspector  Mitchell. 

13th  to  24th  April,  1926. 

Virginia,  Geebung,  Zillmere,  Bald  Hills, 
Strathpine,  Lawnton,  Petrie,  Narangba,  Cabool- 
ture,  Woodford,  and  Kilcoy. 

Inspector  Mason. 

19th  October  to  16th  December,  1925. 

Fernvale,  Lowood,  Coominya,  Esk,  Toogoola- 
wah,  Ilarlin,  Linville,  Benarkin,  Blackbutt, 
Yarraman,  Nanango,  Kingaroy,  Coolabunia, 
Taabinga  Village,  Memerambi,  Wooroolin,  Tin- 
goora,  Wondai,  Murgon,  Goomeri,  Kilkivan, 
Woolooga,  Theebine,  Gympie,  Cooran,  Pomona, 
Cooroy,  Tewantin,  Eumundi,  Nambour,  North 
Ann,  Yandina,  and  Maroochydore. 

DISTRICT  OFFICERS. 

Toowoomba  District. 

Inspector  Sanderson. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  Toowoomba  and  dis¬ 
trict  reports  that  public  health  matters  continue 
to  receive  practical  and  commendable  attention 
by  the  City  Council. 
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During  the  year  the  deep  sewerage  system  was 
initiated,  and  the  Local  Authority  is  now  requir¬ 
ing  premises  to  be  connected  with  the  sewers. 
The  receiving  station  for  nightsoil  in  North 
street  from  the  unsewered  portion  of  the  town 
is  seemingly  satisfactorily  fulfilling  the  function 
for  which  it  was  designed,  and  the  efficient  work¬ 
ing  of  same  without  the  manifestation  of  foul 
emanations  has  almost  completely  silenced  the 
dissenters  in  this  particular  matter.  Operations 
at  the  outfall  purification  plant  appears  to  be 
working  satisfactorily,  although  some  trouble 
has  been  experienced  by  the  sawdust  from  the 
pans  choking  the  conduits,  but  no  doubt  the 
engineers  directing  this  work  will  evolve  a 
permanent  and  satisfactory  method  of  adjusting 
this  imperfection. 

Visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  country  centres: — Towns  of  Dalby,  Goondi- 
windi,  and  Warwick ;  Shires  of  Allora,  Balonne, 
Clifton,  Cambooya,  Crow’s  Nest,  Highfields, 
Ingle\yood,  Jondaryan,  Milmerran,  Pittsworth, 
Rosalip,  Stanthorpe,  Tara,  Waggamba,  Wambo, 
and  Glengallan. 

The  prevailing  conditions  in  the  sanitary 
economy  at  the  centres  enumerated  above  show 
an  improvement  on  the  conditions  reported  to 
exist  by  previous  visiting  inspectors.  In  the 
centres  favoured  with  the  services  of  a  qualified 
joint  health  inspector  a  marked  improvement 
was  an  outstanding  feature,  which  fact  is  attri¬ 
butable  to  such  officers  knowing  the  requirements 
of  the  Health  Acts,  and  gaining  a  ready  and 
reasonable  compliance  by  tactful  representations 
to  the  public.  Throughout  the  areas  not  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  control  of  a  qualified  health 
inspector  the  improvements  are  not  so  apparent, 
and  the  benefit  to  be  accrued  from  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  the  fly-proof  cabinet  panstead  is  not 
assessed  at  its  true  value.  Consequently  the 
respective  Local  Authorities  are  backward  in 
enforcing  the  general  adoption  of  such  fitting. 

Reports  have  been  furnished  relative  to  the 
sanitary  practices  in  operation  at  the  places 
visited,  and  by  further  reference  to  such  reports 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  cabinet  panstead  is  being 
required  in  all  centres  supervised  by  a  qualified 
health  inspector. 

It  is  very  disappointing  to  again  report  that 
the  country  Local  Authorities  continue  to  take 
no  action  to  combat  the  mosquito  menace, 
although  considerable  personal  suffering  and  loss 
of  trade  WaS‘  experienced  during  the  recent 
dengue  fever  epidemic,  which  was  universally 
recognised  to  synchronise  with  the  incidence  of 
the  special  mosquito. 

Towards  the  close  of  last  summer  Toowoomba 
experienced  a  very  prolific  mosquito  incidence, 
but  the  vigilance  of  the  Council’s  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  readily  located  the  breeding  places  of  the 
pest,  and  within  a  few  weeks  the  city  was  again 
restored  to  the  position  of  being  practically 
mosquito  free. 

Inspections. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  inspections 
made  during  the  fiscal  year : — 

General  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1,244 

Written  complaints  .  .  . .  6 

Verbal  complaints  . .  . .  . .  73 

- 1,323 

Reinspections  . .  ’  . .  . .  330 

Official  calls  ..  ..  ..  133 


1,786 


Analysis  of  Inspections — 
Animals 
Camps  .  . 

Disinfections 
Drainage 
Dirty  premises 
Infectious  diseases 
Mosquito  infestation 
Manure  accumulations 
Rubbish  tips  and  depots 
Rat  infestation 
Sanitary  conveniences 
Piggeries 

Rubbish  accumulations 
Sanitary  pans — 

Leaky 

Non-removal  of  . . 
Sanitary  depots 
Street  water-tables 
Sewers 

Septic  tanks  . . 
Slaughter-yards 
Schools 
Stables 

Watercourse  pollution 


74 

9 

33 

273 

51 

63 

50 
511 

19 

21 

12 

4 
23 

51 
25 
16 

5 
15 
33 

9 


1,323 


Rockhampton  District. 

Inspector ,  Butts. 

The  officer  operating  in  Rockhampton  and  dis¬ 
trict  reports  that  during  the  period  under  review 
the  work  in  the  sanitary  section  has  been  very 
heavy  and  the  clerical  work  has  increased  accord¬ 
ingly. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  year  has  passed 
without  any  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease ;  210  cases  have  been  reported  as  against 
278  for  the  preceding  twelve  months.  Included 
in  the  above  are  17  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  a 
reduction  011  last  year’s  total,  where  29  cases 
were  reported.  With  the  rigid  enforcement  of 
the  Sanitary  Conveniences  and  Nightsoil  Dis¬ 
posal  Regulations  this  disease  should  be  elimin¬ 
ated  or  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

The  new  water  supply  for  the  city  of  Rock¬ 
hampton  is  now  an  accomplished  fact  and  will 
prove  a  great  benefit  to  the  city.  Now  that  the 
water  supply  and  electric  light  scheme  is  com¬ 
plete,  the  City  Council  should  direct  their  atten-  . 
tion  to  improving  the  drainage  of  the  town,  m 
which  is  anything  but  satisfactory,  many  of  the 
street  water-channels  being  a  disgrace  and 
menace  to  public  health.  These  conditions  will 
continue  to  exist  until  the  Council  decides  on  a 
comprehensive  drainage  system.  The  street 
gully-traps  are  systematically  sprayed  with  kero¬ 
sene  in  order  to  minimise  the  mosquito  pest. 

Four  men  constitute  the  rat  destruction  gang  q, 
employed  by  the  City  Council,  and  good  work  is 
accomplished  in  keeping  down  the  rodents ;  a  v 
large  number  of  the  rats  caught  have  been  found 
to  be  infected  with  leprosy.  No  action  has  yet 
been  taken  by  the  Rockhampton  Harbour  Board  , 
to  render  their  wharves  rat-proof.  The  disposal  . , 
of  nightsoil  at  the  Lion  Creek  Depot  is  still  being  ,f[ 
carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Good  progress  is  reported  in  connection  with 
the  installation  of  fly-proof  cabinet  pansteads, 
as  required  by  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary 
Conveniences  and  Nightsoil  Disposal  Regula¬ 
tions,  but  unfortunately  nothing  has  yet  been 
done  in  this  connection  with  the  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  in  Quay  lane. 

The  Rockhampton  Agricultural  Society’s  sale- 
yards,  which  have  been  the  subject  of  much 
discussion  during  the  year,  have  been  inspected 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Health  and  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Department. 
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There  is  a  noticeable  improvement  in  general 
sanitation  in  some  of  the  country  towns,  parti¬ 
cularly  where  Local  Authorities  have  combined 
together  and  appointed  a  qualified  inspector, 
but  there  are  many  towns  where  no  improvement 
has  taken  place. 

At  Blair  Athol  and  Ilfracombe  the  conditions 
at  the  sanitary  depots  were  found  to  be  very  bad 
indeed.  In  these  towns  the  work  is  carried  out 
by  contract,  and  little  or  no  supervision  is  exer¬ 
cised  by  the  council.  With  the  exception  of 
drainage,  good  progress  is  reported  from  Long- 
reach  in  regard  to  the  installation  of  fly-proof 
pansteads  and  the  eradication  of  mosquitoes. 

A  special  visit  was  made  to  Tambo  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  initiation  of  a  duplicate  pan  service 
to  replace  the  old  pit  system.  The  subject  was 
fully  discussed  with  the  council,  and  suitable 
land  selected  for  use  as  a  sanitary  depot.  On  a 
recent  visit  to  the  town  it  was  found  that  the 
council  had  made  good  progress  in  the  matter. 

Isisford  was  recently  inspected  and  recom¬ 
mendations  made  for  adoption  of  a  duplicate 
pan  service  to  replace  the  existing  cesspits.  This 
matter  was  the  subject  of  a  special  report.  There 
is  very  little  improvement  in  sanitary  executive 
in  Ruby  Yale  and  Sapphiretown.  Sanitary 
matters  are  at  a  very  low  standard  at  Mount 
Morgan  at  present,  particularly  in  regard  to 
the  inauguration  of  fly-proof  pansteads.  The 
Fitzroy  Shire  Council  has  not  yet  taken  any 
action  to  establish  the  sanitary  service  directed 
to  be  put  in  force  at  Graeemere. 

Within  the  Shire  of  Livingstone  the  Council 
take  an  active  interest  in  matters  pertaining  to 
public  health,  consequently  the  sanitary 
executive  of  this  area  is  of  a  high  standard. 
The  interest  taken  in  this  connection  by  their 
medical  officer  in  a  great  measure  accounts  for 
this,  together  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Health 
Department. 


Details  of  Inspections. 


General 

1,158 

Written  complaints 

,  . 

4 

Verbal  complaints 

.  . 

79 

Reinspections 

— 

1,241 

224 

Official  calls 

60 

Analysis  of  Inspections. 

Animals 

1,525 

29 

Camps 

2 

Disinfections 

58 

Drainage 

137 

Dirty  premises 

60 

Infectious  diseases 

124 

Low-lying  swampy  lands 

15 

Mosquito  infestation 

83 

Meatworks 

16 

Manure,  accumulations  of 

44 

Piggeries 

29 

Rubbish,  accumulations  of 

41 

Rubbish  tips 

58 

Rubbish,  non-removal  of 

33 

Rat  infestation 

42 

Sanitary  conveniences 

274 

Sanitary  conveniences  (new) 

75 

Sanitary  pans — 

Non-removal  of 

8 

Leaky  .  . 

/  ;; 

6 

Sanitary  depots 

39 

Street  water-channels 

68 

Total 

1,241 

Townsville  District. 

Inspector  Whitford. 

During  the  fiscal  year  a  considerable  number 
of  cases  of  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever  have 
been  notified.  Some  months  ago  the  Australian 
Institute  of  Tropical  Medicine,  Townsville, 
obtained  six  samples  of  water  from  the  town 
water  supply  for  examination,  and  it  was  found 
that  five  of  them  failed  to  attain  the  standard 
of  purity  for  that  of  a  potable  water.  This  may 
have  had  some  influence  on  the  number  of 
typhoid  fever  cases  reported.  In  November, 
1924,  it  was  reported  the  water  supply  there  was 
of  a  doubtful  quality. 

There  are  many  sanitary  conveniences  which 
have  not  yet  been  provided  with  fly-proof  cabinet 
pansteads,  and  nearly  every  house  is  without  the 
regulation  metal  garbage  bin  and  cover,  with 
the  result  that  the  open  wooden  boxes  are  fouled 
and  saturated  with  the  moist  contents,  and  in  a 
tropical  climate  are  a  great  attraction  as  well 
as  being  responsible  for  the  increase  of  flies,  one 
of  the  well-known  carriers  of  typhoid  infection. 

Though  this  Department  for  years  past  has 
repeatedly  drawn  the  attention  of  the  City 
Council  to  existing  defects  and  the  absence  of 
adequate  drainage  facilities  generally,  this  aspect 
of  sanitary  economy  has  been  much  neglected. 
A  comprehensive  sewerage  scheme  is  an  urgent 
necessity  for  the  city.  The  collection,  removal, 
and  disposal  of  household  and  trade  refuse  has 
not  shown  any  great  improvement  on  last  year. 

An  intensive  rat  destruction  campaign  was 
carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  Foreman  II. 
Lambert  of  our  departmental  rat  gang,  who  went 
to  Townsville  for  that  purpose,  the  results  of 
which  were  satisfactory,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  gang  organised  had  no  previous  experi¬ 
ence  at  this  work.  These  operations  have  already 
formed  the  subject  of  a  special  report.  The 
council’s  ratman  still  carries  on  the  work. 

During  the  year  the  Townsville  Harbour 
Board  has  carried  out  an  excellent  piece  of  rat¬ 
proofing  work,  having  rendered  in  cement  compo. 
the  sloping  batter  of  some  930  ft,  by  17  ft.  of 
rubble  walling  down  to  below  low-water  mark, 
from  under  the  concrete  jetty  right  around  the 
inner  harbour  to  the  eastern  jetty,  doing  away 
with  what  was  formerly  an  admirable  rat  har¬ 
bourage.  The  Harbour  Board  still  continues  rat 
destruction  operations  on  its  wharves'. 

Portions  of  low-lying  swampy  localities  have 
received  attention,  with  the  result  that  a  number 
of  depressions  have  been  filled  in  with  sand  and 
are  now  suitable  building  sites. 

The  sanitary  executive  in  country  shires 
within  the  district  require  to  be  considerably 
amplified,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  fly¬ 
proofing  of  sanitary  conveniences,  garbage 
removal,  and  drainage. 

The  township  of  Julia  Creek  in  the  Mackinlay 
Shire  has  shown  marked  improvement  during 
the  year.  The  old  cesspits  have  been  replaced 
by  the  duplicate  pan  conservancy  system,  and 
approximately  100  per  cent,  of  the  sanitary 
conveniences  have  been  provided  with  fly-proof 
cabinet  pansteads  and  otherwise  brought  into 
conformity  with  the  regulations  governing  thesa 
matters.  A  service  for  the  collection,  removal, 
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and  disposal  of  household  refuse  has  also  been 
inaugurated,  and  the  Local  Authority  has  com¬ 
menced  on  sound  lines  by  also  providing  every 
premises  within  the  scope  of  the  service  with 
standard-sized  regulation  metal  garbage  bins  and 
covers.  This  speaks  well  for  the  Local 
Authority,  for  this  town  was  known  only  twelve 
months  ago  as  the  most  insanitary  town  on  the 
Western  line.  The  council  is  to  be  commended 
for  its  action  in  this  matter,  and  where  cir¬ 
cumstances  warrant  in  other  townships  within 
its  area,  and  as  funds  become  available  it  is 
hoped  the  council  will  carry  on  the  good  work. 

General  inspections  were  carried  out  in  the 
following  tCevns  during  the  year,  and  reports 
submitted  as  the  result: — Hughenden,  Winton, 
Boulia,  Selwyn,  Kuridala,  Malbon,  Duchess, 
Cloncurry,  Julia  Creek,  Richmond,  Torrens 
Creek,  Pentland,  Charters  Towers,  Ravenswood 
Junction,  Giru,  Ayr,  Home  Hill,  Bowen,  and 
Proserpine. 

During  the  course  of  my  itinerary  1,534  miles 
were  travelled  by  train  and  378  by  motor. 

Cairns  District. 

Inspector  Austin. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  Cairns  district 
reports  that,  though  the  area  of  which  he  has 
charge  comprises  some  132,000  square  miles  of 
country  and  a  population  of  about  53,000  per¬ 
sons,  no  epidemics  of  any  kind  have  arisen.  The 
number  of  diphtheria  cases  has  increased,  only 
being  exceeded  once,  by  forty-five  in  1921,  but 
other  diseases  show  a  decrease.  A  number  of 
cases  of  dengue  fever  occurred  in  the  Cairns 
shire  and  city  area,  but  did  not  assume  epidemic 
form. 

Matters  of  sanitary  executive  are  being  gradu¬ 
ally  improved.  Nightsoil  burial  grounds  were 
found  in  good  order  generally.  The  shire 
councils  throughout  the  area  are  striving  to  get 
their  depots  in  better  order. 

The  Cairns  Shire  Council  intends  if  the  plans 
are  approved  to  install  an  incinerator  for  the 
disposal  of  nightsoil  at  Babinda,  and,  should  this 
prove  a  success,  to  erect  one  at  Gordonvale  and 
another  at  Edmonton.  The  furnaces  will  be  an 
improved  type  to  the  one  erected  by  the  Cairns 
City  Council. 

Shire  councils  are  now  insisting  on  the  cabinet 
panstead  in  both  old  and  new  earth-closets,  but 
the  Cairns  City  Council  is  the  most  backward 
in  this  direction.  In  areas  where  there  are  no 
sanitary  removal  services  the  conditions  are  not 
at  all  satisfactory.  Drainage  and  other  nuis¬ 
ances  have  been  well  attended  to. 

Rat  destruction  is  still  being  strictly  enforced 
and  buildings  erected  are  either  rat-proofed  or 
built  off  the  ground  so  that  no  harbourage  is 
formed.  Rat  baits  are  also  distributed,  especi¬ 
ally  in  Cairns  city  area.  This  is  very  necessary, 
as  Cairns  is  one  of  the  first  ports  of  call  by 
shipping  from  the  East.  Twenty  pounds  of  the 
departmental  poison  were  sold  during  the  year. 

Mosquito  work  is  also  attended  to,  and  swamps 
and  waterholes  sprayed.  One  source  of  trouble 
will  be  from  the  “Borrow  pits”  alongside  the 
railway  lines  that  were  dug  to  furnish  ballast 
when  the  lines  were  being  built.  During  the 
wet  season  these  pits  will  become  mosquito 
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breeding  places,  as  in  some  instances  months 
will  elapse  before  the  contained  water  becomes 
evaporated. 


Inspections. 

Inspections 
Written  complaints 
Verbal  complaints 

Reinspections 
Official  calls 


2,624 

6 

27 


2,657 

400 

193 


Total 


3,250 


Analysis  of  Inspections. 


Animals  (including  poultry)  ..  ..  120 

Camps  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Disinfections  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  40 

Dirty  premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Infectious  diseases  . .  . .  . .  7 

Low-lying  swampy  lands  :  .  .  .  3 

Mosquito  infestation  .  .  . .  .  .  35 

Meatworks  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Fertiliser  works  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Manure  accumulations  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Piggeries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  5 

Accumulations,  refuse  .  .  . .  .  .  15 

Rubbish  tips  and  depots  . .  . .  20 

Destructors  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Rat  infestation  and  proofing  .  .  . .  300 

Wharves  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  3 

Sanitary  conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,595 

Sanitary  conveniences  (new)  .  .  .  .  30 

Sanitary — 

Selection  of  sites  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Depots  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Non-removal  of  sanitary  pans  . .  . .  14 

Leaking  pans  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  5 

Stagnant  waters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Street  water-tables  . .  .  .  .  .  60 

Sewers  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  15 

Septic  tanks  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  20 

Stables  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  260 

Streams,  pollution  of  .  .  .  .  . .  4 

Schools  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  30 

Smoke  nuisances  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  2 


Total  . .  . .  . .  .  .  2,657 


The  undermentioned  towns  and  settlements 
were  inspected  during  the  course  of  the  year, 
and  matters  of  sanitary  executive  requiring 
adjustment  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
various  Local  Authorities,  in  most  instances  with 
satisfactory  results: — Biboora,  Mareeba,  Mount 
Mulligan,  Atherton,  Ravenshoe,  ITerberton, 
Tolga,  Kuranda,  Gordonvale,  Aloomba,  Babinda, 
South  Johnstone,  Cardwell,  Tumoulin,  Stratford, 
Redlynch,  Edmonton,  Dimbula,  Hambledon, 
Woree,  White  Rock,  Cooktown,  Port  Douglas, 
Mossman,  Innisfail,  Mourilyan,  Mooliba,  and 
Nirriwinni. 


General. 

The  inspectors  of  the  Department,  on  their 
tours  of  inspection  throughout  the  State,  have 
travelled  by  train,  car,  and  coach  approximately 
16,099  miles. 

Good  results  have  accrued  since  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  qualified  Local  Authority  inspectors,  at 
the  instigation  of  the  Department,  in  numerous 
areas  throughout  the  State.  Visiting  inspectors 
from  headquarters  stall  report  that  these  areas 
are  being  well  supervised  and  sanitation  on  a 
much  higher  plane  than  heretofore  prevailed. 

The  Health  Acts  and  Regulations  thereunder 
are  being  strictly  enforced.  The  sanitary  depots 
and  removal  services  at  the  various  centres  are 
being  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The 
installation  of  fly-proof  cabinet  pansteads  in 
closets  and  the  mosquito-proofing  of  rain-water 
tanks  and  other  nuisances  are  well  in  hand. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  requirements  of  Part  VI.  of  the  Health 
Acts — Food  and  Drugs — have  been  closely  car¬ 
ried  out,  and  the  results,  as  outlined  in  the 
report  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Food  and 
Drugs,  furnish  evidence  of  careful  administra¬ 
tion  in  securing  for  the  public  a  pure  food 
supply  as  well  as  affording  a  safeguard  against 
the  promiscuous  distribution  of  dangerous 
poisons,  particularly  in  respect  to  poisonous 
disinfectants,  which  in  the  past  were  frequently 
packed  without  proper  labelling  and  in  con¬ 
tainers  used  for  foods  such  as  coffee  essence, 
beer,  &c. 

The  examination  of  bakery  premises  as  well 
as  bread  has  not  been  lost  sight  of,  and  super¬ 
vision  has  been  exercised  in  regard  to  securing 
cleanly  methods  in  the  handling  of  such  food. 
The  testing  of  spirits  retailed  at  hotels  has  also 
occasioned  a  considerable  amount  of  work,  and 
the  staff  when  on  tour  have  given  this  matter 
their  particular  attention. 

Milk  retailed  has  been  kept  under  supervision, 
both  as  regards  its  purity  and  its  complying 
with  the  required  standard,  and  offenders  using 
uncleanly  conveyances,  containers,  and  measures 
have  been  subjected  to  close  scrutiny,  with  the 
result  that  prosecutions,  after  warning  had 
failed,  followed. 

The  bacterial  counts  in  respect  to  micro¬ 
organisms  as  regards  samples  of  milk  taken 
locally  and  from  country  areas  show  that  great 
improvement  is  taking  place  in  the  handling  of 
this  important  commodity,  which  necessitates 
the  observance  of  cleanliness  from  the  handling 
of  the  cow  to  the  distribution  of  milk  to  the 
consumer.  Much  advice  of  an  educational 
nature  has  been  circulated  among  milk  vendors, 
and  the  co-operation  of  the  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Stock  obtained  in  advising  dairymen 
as  to  what  action  was  necessary  for  them  to  take 
to  reduce  the  high  count  revealed  on  previous 
trial  tests.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  in 
numerous  instances  the  farmers,  dairymen,  &c., 
connected  with  the  milk  business  are  cheerfully 
responding  to  the  efforts  being  made  to  improve 
their  methods. 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  Food  and  Drugs  (Mr. 
II.  W.  Petherick)  has  furnished  the  following 
particulars : — 

During  the  fiscal  year  1925-6  the  work  of  this 
division  has  continued  upon  the  usual  lines,  and 
has  consisted  in  the  enforcement  in  the  Brisbane 
metropolitan  area  and  throughout  the  entire 
State  of  the  provisions  of  Part  VI.  of  the  Health 
Acts  (Food  and  Drugs),  the  Food  and  Drug 
Regulations,  Milk-sellers  Regulations,  Fish 
Supply  Regulations,  Footwear  Regulations,  and 
Poisons  Regulations. 

Operations  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
State,  from  the  New  South  Wales  border  to 
Bundaberg,  have  been  performed  by  officers  of 
headquarters  staff  and  Inspector  Sanderson 
stationed  at  Toowoomba,  and  in  the  areas  from 
and  including  Rockhampton  to  Cairns  in  the 
north  by  the  various  district  inspectors  of  the 
Department. 

Fish. — Regular  and  systematic  supervision 
over  fish  supplies  at  the  State  Fish  Market,  Bris¬ 
bane,  has  been  conducted  by  Inspector  Hiddins, 
who  has  also  examined  all  consignments  of  cured 
fish  arriving  in  the  port  from  overseas. 


As  the  result  of  this  officer’s  activities,  61  tons 
10  cwt.  1  qr.  3  lb.  of  fish,  as  per  .attached  List  A, 
have  been  condemned  and  destroyed  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

Unsound  Foods  and  Drugs  destroyed  under  the 
supervision  of  inspectors  of  headquarters  staff 
during  the  fiscal  year  reached  a  total  weight  of 
20  tons  11  cwt.  1  qr.  15  lb.  7  oz.  Detailed  parti¬ 
culars  of  these  lines  will  be  found  on  List  B 
herewith. 

Food  and  Drug  Sampling . — A  total  number  of 
2,011  samples  of  foods,  drugs,  and  poisons  have 
been  obtained  by  the  Department’s  officers  and 
submitted  to  the  Government  Chemical  Labora¬ 
tory  for  examination.  Of  these  1,200  were  legal 
samples  purchased  or  obtained  strictly  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Health  Acts,  and 
811  were  unofficial  samples  procured  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  investigation. 

Milk  Sampling. — A  total  of  1,078  milk  samples 
were  submitted  to  the  Government  Chemical 
Laboratory  during  the  twelve  months.  Of  this 
number  1,027  were  legal  samples  and  51 
unofficial.  As  all  of  the  above  articles  will  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Government  Analyst  in  his 
report,  I  refrain  from  discussing  them  here 
further  than  to  state  that  the  figures  constitute 
a  record  for  our  small  staff. 

Bacteriological  Samples. — A  total  of  424* 
samples,  of  which  369  consisted  of  milk 
specimens,  were  obtained  and  handed  to  the 
Department’s  bacteriologist  for  examination 
during  the  year.  Of  the  milk  specimens  investi¬ 
gated,  336  were  examined  for  bacterial  counts, 
and  33  for  T.B.  Details  of  samples  will  be  found 
in  List  C. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. — Follow¬ 
ing  upon  the  initial  survey  of  the  previous  year 
(1924-25)  and  the  establishment  of  a  bacterial 
standard  of  not  more  than  one  million  micro¬ 
organisms  to  the  cubic  centimetre,  a  start  was 
made  this  year  to  obtain  official  samples  of  milk 
for  purposes  of  bacteriological  investigation 
from  the  cans  of  milk  consigned  to  Brisbane  city 
milk-vendors  by  dairymen  in  outside  areas. 
Inspector  Mason,  the  officer  in  charge  of  this 
phase  of  the  Department’s  activities,  has,  with 
his  assistants,  systematically  continued  to  pro¬ 
cure  specimens  from  milk-cans  immediately  upon 
their  arrival  at  the  various  city  railway  stations, 
and  to  submit  same  within  a  very  short  period  of 
time  (usually  within  the  hour)  to  the  Bacterio¬ 
logical  Laboratory. 

As  the  result  of  his  observations  and  experi¬ 
ence,  the  following  valuable  summary  is  sub¬ 
mitted  by  Inspector  Mason : — 

“During  the  year  349  official  and  20  unofficial 
samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Bacterio¬ 
logist  for  examination  and  report,  making  a  total 
of  369.  Of  this  total  303  samples,  officially 
removed  from  supplies  arriving  at  the  principal 
railway  stations  in  the  metropolitan  area,  formed 
the  subject  of  a  special  investigation,  compara¬ 
tive  results  of  which  are  given  below. 

“Particular  care  was  exercised  in  removing 
the  samples,  the  milk  being  well  stirred  and 
mixed  with  a  sterilized  nickel  plunger,  and  after¬ 
wards  poured  from  the  plunger  into  a  sterile 


19 


bottle  supplied  by  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory 
specially  for  the  purpose.  Every  care  was  taken 
to  see  that  the  sterile  bottles  were  not  unduly 
exposed  while  open  during  the  operation,  and  the 
stoppers  were  sterilized  by  flame  before  replac¬ 
ing.  Precautions  were  also  taken  against 
excessive  handling  of  the  bottles  whilst  sampling, 
and  on  completion  they  were  placed  in  stiff  linen 
sample-bags  for  sealing  and  labelling,  and 
delivered  to  the  Bacteriologist  as  soon  as  possible. 
From  the  widely  differentiating  counts  obtained 
in  the  order  of  sampling  it  would  appear  that  the 
methods  employed  are  successful  in  insuring  a 
representative  sample  of  each  parcel  of  milk. 


“In  the  course  of  the  investigation  samples  of 
milk  were  removed  from  220  suppliers  consigning 
milk  from  railway  stations  ranging  from  Church- 
bank  (40  miles)  on  the  Fassifern  line,  Grand- 
ch ester  (44  miles)  on  the  main  Toowoomba  line, 
Burpengary  (26  miles)  on  the  North  Coast  line, 
and  Dayboro’  (30  miles)  on  the  Dayboro’  line. 
The  results  showed  that  41-8  per  cent,  of  the 
samples  were  within  the  standard  prescribed  by 
the  Food  and  Drug  Regulations  (viz.,  1,000,000 
micro-organisms  to  the  cubic  centimetre),  and 
that  58' 2  per  cent,  were  in  excess  of  the  standard 
prescribed.  The  following  table  conveys  the  dis¬ 
sected  results : — 


Organisms  per  Cubic  Centimetre. 

No. 

Percentage. 

Total 

Percentage. 

Month  Taken. 

Below  50,000 

Between  50,000  and  500,000 

Between  500,000  and  1,000,000 

Over  1,000,000  . 

Totals 

37 

37 

18 

128 

16-8  \ 
16-8  / 
8-2 

58-2 

33-0 

8-2 

58-2 

3 

41-8  passed 

J 

58-2  failed 

April  and  May 

220 

100-0% 

100-0% 

/u 

100  -0% 

“It  will  be  noticed  that  whilst  41-8  per  cent, 
are  below  one  million,  a  large  proportion  of  them, 
actually  one-third  of  the  total  number  of 
samples,  came  within  a  500,000  count.  Extra¬ 
ordinarily  low  counts  were  registered,  in  a  few 
instances  below  10,000,  showing  that  some 
suppliers  can  forward  practically  bacterially 
pure  milk,  while  a  number  of  exceedingly  high 
counts  which  were  registered  showed  on  the  other 
hand  that  very  little  care  had  been  observed  in 
handling  milk  for  the  market. 

“As  the  results  came  to  hand,  suppliers  failing 
to  make  the  standard  were  advised  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  and  warned  that  similar  results  in  future 
would  lead  to  a  prosecution.  At  the  same  time 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Stock  were 
advised,  and  requested  to  investigate  and  remedy 
at  the  supplier’s  dairy  premises.  In  response  to 
the  departmental  letters,  many  suppliers  inter¬ 
viewed  the  Chief  Inspector  and  myself,  and 
in  each  instance  their  methods  were  reviewed 
and  advice  tendered.  They  all  appeared 
genuinely  anxious  to  comply  with  any  instruc¬ 
tions  ’which  might  tend  to  improve  their  milk 


supply.  From  these  interviews  it  was  apparent 
that  the  excessive  bacterial  content  of  the  milk 
was  due  in  most  instances  to  one  or  other  of  the 
following: — Neglecting  to  cool  milk  after  milk¬ 
ing;  neglecting  to  properly  cleanse  the  teats 
before  milking ;  dirty  milk  vessels ;  faulty 
strainers ;  lack  of  proper  hot  washing  facilities ; 
faulty  milk-cans;  neglecting  to  properly  cleanse, 
sterilise,  and  dry  milk-cans. 

“The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Stock 
later  advised  that  they  had  inspected  63  of  the 
dairies,  and,  in  consequence  of  my  request  to 
have  the  condition  of  milk-cans  arriving  at  Roma 
Street  Railway  Station  reviewed,  that  they  had 
marked  150  cans  for  reconditioning  by  suppliers. 

“To  test  the  trend  of  probable  improvement 
after  the  special  inspection  and  instruction,  a 
secondary  sampling  of  the  220  suppliers’  milk 
was  commenced,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  83 
had  been  completed.  Of  these  79-5  per  cent, 
came  within  the  standard  of  one  million  micro¬ 
organisms  to  the  c.c.,  and  only  20-5  per  cent, 
failed.  The  dissected  results  are  shown  in  the 
following  table : — 


*  •  >!  j  !*  ( ft  -f'f' '  A 

Organisms  per  Cubic  Centimetre. 

No. 

Percentage. 

Total 

Percentage. 

Mouth  Taken. 

Below  50,000 

Between  50,000  and  500,000 

Between  500,000  and  1,000,000  . 

Over  -  1,000,000 

Total 

21 

25 

20 

17 

25-3  \ 

30-1  f 
24-1 

20-5 

55-4 

24-1 

20-5 

79-5  Passed 

20-5  Failed 

June 

83 

100% 

100% 

100  % 

“It  will  be  seen  that-  55  per  cent,  of  the 
samples  fell  below  the  500,000  mark,  and  as 
these  secondary  samples  were  all  taken  during 
a  cold  month  it  would  seem  that  500,000  would 
be  a  fair  standard  to  install  for  the  winter 
months.  It  may  be  argued  that  the  vast 
improvement  shown  in  the  secondary  sampling 
is  due  to  the  lower  climatic  temperatures  pre¬ 
vailing,  and  it  would  be  unwise  to  discount  their 
effect,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  notwithstanding 
the  effect  of  temperature  a  big  improvement  has 
been  effected  in  the  preparation  and  handling 
and  in  the  consequent  article  .supplied  to  the 


Brisbane  market.  There  is  room  for  further 
improvement  with  regular  and  systematic  inspec¬ 
tion  and  sampling,  and  the  extension  of  the  field 
of  operations  to  embrace  the  whole  of  the  Bris¬ 
bane  milk  supply;  and  perhaps  the  best  proof  of 
that  lies  in  the  results  of  seventeen  unofficial 
samples  of  milk  supplied  and  delivered  direct 
to  the  Bacteriologist  by  the  suppliers  themselves. 
All  were  within  the  standard:  the  highest  count 
obtained  was  350,000  per  c.c.  and  the  lowest 
1,000  per  c.c.  They  averaged  41,000  micro¬ 
organisms  per  c.c.  per  sample. 
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‘.‘A  big  improvement  is  also  noticeable  in  tlie 
condition  of  the  cans  arriving  with  milk  sup¬ 
plies,  and  in  the  condition  of  cans  being 
returned  to  suppliers.  These  conditions  were 
observed  during  sampling  operations,  and  at  the 
outset  any  old  can  appeared  good  enough  to 
send  milk  in;  at  the  completion  of  operations 
for  the  year  it  was  hard  to  find  a  faulty  vessel.  ’  ’ 

Prosecutions  (Headquarters)  . 

Adulterated  Milk. — During  the  year  fourteen 
cases  against  vendors  of  milk  adulterated  with 
added  water,  as  disclosed  by  the  Government 
Analyst’s  certificates,  were  proceeded  with  by 
members  of  headquarters  staff,  and  a  conviction 
obtained  in  each  case. 

In  respect  of  these  cases,  fines  totalling  £103 
15s.  6d.,  and  costs  £20  13s.  6d.,  were  inflicted 
by  the  magistrates,  being  an  average  fine  of 
£7  8s.  3d.  and  costs  £1  9s.  6d.  per  case.  Details 
follow  on  List  D  herewith. 

Adulterated  Liquor. — The  testing  of  liquor  at 
hotels  by  headquarters  officers  resulted  in  three 
publicans  in  outside  districts  being  prosecuted 
for  the  offence  of  selling  spirits  adulterated  with 
added  water.  Penalties,  totalling  fines  £9  and 
costs  £2  12s.  6d.,  were  imposed,  being  an  average 
fine  of  £3  and  costs  17s.  6d.  per  case.  Details 
on  List  E  herewith. 

Adulterated  Minced  Meat. — Twenty  butchers 
and  smallgoodsmen  in  the  metropolitan  area  were 
prosecuted  for  the  offence  of  selling  minced  meat 
adulterated  with  chemical  preservative  in  excess 
of  the  proportion  permitted  by  the  Health  Acts. 

A  conviction  was  obtained  in  each  case  and 
penalties,  totalling  fines  £130  12s.  and  costs 
£26  12s.  6d.,  imposed  by  the  magistrates,  being 
an  average  fine  of  £6  10s.  7d.  and  costs  £1  6s.  7d. 
per  case.  For  details  see  List  F. 

Adulterated  Fish. — For  the  offence  of  selling 
by  having  in  possession  for  sale  fish  which  was 
‘‘adulterated”  within  the  meaning  of  the  Health 
Acts,  in  that  it  consisted  of  a  decomposed 
animal  substance,  the  keeper  of  a  city  fish-shop 
was  fined  £10  and  3s.  6d.  costs. 

Shortweight  Bread.- — For  the  offence  of  selling 
bread  short  of  due  weight  (on  the  average  of  all 
the  loaves  of  the  same  denomination  and  size 
then  weighed)  five  bakers  were  prosecuted  by 
officers  of  headquarters  staff,  and  a  conviction 
obtained  in  each  instance. 

The  penalties  inflicted  by  the  magistrates 
totalled  £29  7s.  and  costs  f7s.  6d.,  being  an 
average  fine  of  £5  17s.  4d.  and  costs  3s.  6d.  per 
case. 

Falsely  described  Articles. — For  the  offence 
of  selling  whisky  which  was  falsely  described 
(refilling  of  proprietary  brand  bottles)  a 
publican  was  fined  £15  with  £1  4s.  6d.  costs. 

For  selling  vinegar  which  was  falsely 
described  a  storekeeper  was  fined  £5  and 
£1  4s.  6d.  costs;  and  for  the  offence  of  selling 
falsely  described  soap  another  trader  was  con¬ 
victed  and  fined  £2  with  £1  4s.  6d.  costs. 

Miscellaneous  Prosecutions. — On  List  F  will 
be  found  a  complete  list  of  prosecutions  under¬ 
taken  by  members  of  headquarters  staff  under 
the  heading  “Miscellaneous.”  The  fines  im¬ 


posed  in  these  cases  reach  a  grand  total  of — 
Fines  £307  15s.  and  costs  £47  16s.  6d.,  or  an- 
average  of — fine  £4  2s.  Id.  and  costs  12s.  9d. 
per  case. 

With  reference  to  these  particular  prosecutions 
it  will  be  noted  that,  apart  from  those  included 
under  the  headings  “Adulteration”  and  “False 
description,”  the  majority  of  cases  were  breaches 
of  the  Food  and  Drug  Regulations  and  the  Milk- 
sellers  Regulations,  detected  by  headquarters 
officers  during  the  course  of  inspection  of 
premises  and  vehicles  in  and  on  which  articles 
of  food  were  in  course  of  preparation  or  carriage 
for  sale,  or  of  the  appliances  and  utensils  used  in 
connection  therewith. 

FOOTWEAR, 

The  extension  of  time  in  which  to  dispose  of 
existing  stocks  of  boots  and  shoes  not  marked  in 
accordance  with  the  Footwear  Regulations  of 
1923,  granted  to  the  retail  section  of  the  trade, 
expired  on  the  30th  June,  1925.  It  was  then 
found  that  a  number  of  the  larger  retail  stores 
still  had  defective  stocks  on  hand,  and  in  con¬ 
nection  therewith  it  was,  upon  the  representa¬ 
tions  of  the  boot  and  shoe  section  of  the  Retail 
Traders’  Association,  decided  to  allow  them  to 
cover  all  of  such  stocks  by  means  of  a  “sticker” 
label  containing  their  own  names  or  registered 
brands,  and,  where  necessary  a  statement  that  the 
soles  were  “not  composed  entirely  of  leather.” 

Inspections  were  subsequently  made  to  see  that 
this  arrangement  was  strictly  observed,  when  it 
was  found  that  retailers  generally  were  carrying 
it  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Inspections  were  made  of  retailers’  stocks  in 
both  city  and  country — mostly  in  an  advisory 
capacity — and  the  conditions  observed  left  little 
to  be  desired.  This  result  demonstrates  the 
efficacy  of  the  mutual  co-operation  which  has 
obtained  between  the  boot  and  shoe  trade  and  this 
Department  since  the  inception  of  the  Footwear 
Regulations. 

POISONS  REGULATIONS. 

Speaking  generally,  there  has  been  evident 
throughout  the  State  a  greater  tendency  upon 
the  part  of  traders  and  the  general  public  to 
observe  the  requirements  of  the  Poisons  Regu¬ 
lations.  The  most  serious  breaches  have  been 
reported  from  far  northern  areas,  and  have  been 
confined  to  Asiatics,  who  apparently  are  more 
inclined  to  take  risks  than  are  other  races. 

In  the  southern  portion  of  the  State  consider¬ 
able  attention  has  been  paid  by  our  inspectors  to 
the  stocks  of  retail  storekeepers,  and  any 
Schedule  No.  1  poisons  found  ordered  to  be 
removed  therefrom.  Upon  return  visits  the 
inspectors’  instructions  have  invariably  been 
found  complied  with. 

The  objectionable  practice  of  the  packing  of 
poisonous  substances  (particularly  disinfectants) 
in  food  containers,  which  was  at  one  time  so 
prevalent  throughout  the  State,  has  been  very 
seldom  met  with,  and  traders  generally  now 
seem  to  realise  the  importance  of  the  provision 
which  controls  such  abuses. 

The  regulations  relating  to  the  sale  and  use 
of  cyanide  of  potassium  and  poisonous  com¬ 
pounds  of  cyanogen  have  been  vigorously 
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enforced,  and  in  connection  therewith  a  special 
investigation  has  been  conducted  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Analyst  on  calcium  cyanide  dust — a  sub¬ 
stance  which  has  come  very  largely  into  use  in 
the  destruction  of  rabbits  in  certain  country 
areas. 

COUNTRY  TOWNS  VISITED  BY  INSPEC¬ 
TORS  OF  HEADQUARTERS  STAFF. 

In  addition  to  their  duties  in  the  city  of 
Brisbane  and  the  metropolitan  area  generally, 
visits  of  inspection  have  been  paid  by  officers 
of  Headquarters  Staff  to  the  following  places : — 

Inspector  Cato. 

Biggenden,  Bundaberg,  Childers,  Cordalba, 
Degilbo,  Eidsvold,  Gayndah,  Gin  Gin,  Gympie, 
Maryborough,  Mundubbera,  Mount  Perry, 
Pialba,  Scarness,  Tiaro,  and  Torquay. 

Inspector  Mason. 

Benarkin,  Blackbutt,  Coolabunia,  Coominya, 
Cooran,  Cooroy,  Esk,  Eumundi,  Femvale;  Goo- 
rneri,  Gympie,  Harlin,  Kilkivan,  Kingaroy,  Lin- 
ville,  Lowood,  Maroochydore,  Memerambi,  Moore, 
Murgon,  Nambour,  Nanango,  North  Arm, 
Pomona,  Taabinga  Village,  Tewantin,  Theebine, 
Tingoora,  Toogoolawah,  Wondai,  Woolooga, 
Wooroolin,  Yandina,  and  Yarraman. 

Inspector  Mitchell. 

Bald  Hills,  Caboolture,  Geebung,  Ipswich, 
Kilcoy,  Lawnton,  Narangba,  Petrie,  Strathpine, 
Virginia,  Woodford,  and  Zillmere. 

Inspector  Philp. 

Adavale,  Amby,  Charleville,  Chinchilla,  Cun- 
namulla,  Dulacca,  Juandah,  Miles,  Mitchell, 
Morven,  Muckadilla,  Quilpie,  Roma,  Surat, 
Taroom,  Thargomindah,  Wallumbilla,  Wyandra, 
and  Yeulba. 

Inspector  Lowes. 

Forest  Hill,  Gatton,  Grandchester,  Laidley, 
Marburg,  Mulgowie,  and  Rosewood. 

Inspector  McNeil. 

Beaudesert,  Beenleigh,  Bethania,  Burleigh, 
Canungra,  Coolangatta,  Coomera,  Currumbin, 
Logan  Village,  Lamington,  Molendinar,  Nerang, 
Oxenford,  Rathdowney,  Southport,  Tambourine, 
Tambourine  Mountain,  Waterford,  West  Bur¬ 
leigh,  and  Yatala. 

Toowoomba. 

Inspector  R.  P.  Sanderson,  the  officer  in 
charge  of  Toowoomba  sub-office,  reports  that  in 
addition  to  his  official  duties  in  and  around  the 
city  of  Toowoomba  he  has  paid  visits  of  inspec¬ 
tion  to  the  following  outside  places  and  areas, 
viz. : — Dalby,  Cambooya,  Meringandan,  Go- 
moran,  Goombungee,  Lladen,  Crow’s  Nest, 
Pechey,  Hampton,  Cabarlah,  Kingsthorpe, 
Gowrie  Junction,  Wellcamp,  Westbrook,  Green- 
mount,  East  Greenmount,  Nobby,  Oakey,  Acland, 
Muldu,  Balgowan,  Kulpi,  Peranga,  Wutul,  Coo- 
yar,  MacLagan,  Quinalow,  Kaimkillenbun,  Bell, 
Aubigny,  Mount  Tyson,  Cecil  Plains,  St.  Ruth, 
McAlister,  Warra,  Kogan,  Tara,  Wyreema, 
Southbrook,  Pittsworth,  Clifton,  A 11  ora,  Hendon, 
Ivillarney,  Tannymorel,  Danderoo,  Emu  Vale, 
Yangan,  Freestone,  Mary  vale,  Gladfield,  War¬ 


wick,  Mount  Gordon,  Stanthorpe,  Inglewood, 
Texas,  Goondiwindi,  St.  George,  Thallon,  Dir- 
ranbandi,  Tall  wood,  Toobeah,  Wallangarra, 
Pittsworth,  and  Jandowae. 

The  distance  travelled  by  Inspector  Sanderson 
in  connection  with  these  visits  totals  3,035  miles, 
of  which  1,449  miles  were  by  train,  174  miles  by 
coach,  and  1,412  by  motor-car. 

Unsound  Foods. — Arising  out  of  his  inspec¬ 
tions,  Inspector  Sanderson  reports  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  19  cwt.  3  qr.  15^  lb.  of  unsound  and 
deteriorated  food  material,  as  per  list  follow¬ 
ing:— 


Unsound  Foods  Destroyed  by  Mutual  Arrangement. 


Article. 

Quantity. 

Cwt. 

Qr. 

Lb. 

Dates 

15  parcels 

2 

1 

G 

Fish,  fresh 

12  parcels 

2 

3 

7 

Fish,  canned 

200  tins 

1 

0 

Fruit,  fresh  .  . 

12  parcels 

2 

2 

6 

Fruit,  dried  .  . 

20  parcels 

1 

3 

0 

Jam 

51  tins 

0 

3 

o 

Milk,  canned 

6  tins 

0 

0 

6 

Meat,  canned 

31  tins 

0 

1 

3 

Oats 

30  parcels 

1 

1 

4 

.  Potatoes 

6  bags 

6 

0 

0 

Confectionery 

50  parcels 

1 

0 

3 

Total 

19 

3 

151 

Sampling. — During  the  twelve  months  a  total 
of  96  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  submitted 
from  Toowoomba  centre,  of  which  65  consisted 
of  fresh  milk  and  26  of  spirits  (assorted). 

Prosecutions.- — Twenty-three  prosecutions  were 
successfully  undertaken  by  Inspector  Sanderson 
during  the  fiscal  year,  of  which  15  were  for  the 
offence  of  selling  adulterated  spirits,  2  adul¬ 
terated  milk,  3  shortweight  bread,  and  3  for 
breaches  of  the  Poisons  Regulations. 

The  total  penalties  imposed  in  respect  of  these 
convictions  amount  to — Fines  £112  13s.  and  costs 
£33  17s.  4d.,  which  works  out  at  an  average  tine 
of  £4  17s.  lid.  and  costs  £1  9s.  5d.  per  case. 


Rockhampton. 

Inspector  L.  J.  Butts,  the  officer  in  charge  of 
Rockhampton  sub-office,  reports  that,  in  addition 
to  his  duties  in  the  city  of  Rockhampton,  he 
paid  visits  of  inspection  during  the  year  to  the 
following  outside  places,  viz.  : — Yaamba,  Alpha, 
Tambo,  Ruby  Vale,  Sapphire  Town,  Mount 
Morgan,  Mount  Laurence,  Marmor,  Raglan, 
Mount  Larcom,  Gladstone,  Many  Peaks,  Miriam 
Vale,  Murray’s  Creek,  Rondale,  Avondale, 
Bajool,  Emu  Park,  Lake’s  Creek,  Yeppoon, 
Springsure,  Blair  Athol,  Clermont,  Capella, 
Emerald,  Jericho,  Blaekall,  Isisford.  Mutta- 
burra,  Longreach,  Ilfracombe,  Barcaldine,  Ara- 
mac,  Bogantungan,  and  Duaringa. 

On  these  journeys  Inspector  Butts  travelled 
a  total  of  3,988  miles,  of  which  3,100  miles  were 
by  train,  596  miles  by  coach,  and  292  miles  by 
motor-car. 

As  a  result  of  action  taken  under  Part  VI. 
of  the  Health  Acts  (Food  and  Drugs),  the 
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following  list  of  articles  was  destroyed  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption: — 


Vegetables — 

Tons  cwt. 

qr. 

lb 

Sweet  potatoes  .  . 

1 

19 

0 

0 

Cabbage  . . 

6 

16 

0 

0 

Tomatoes 

0 

7 

0 

0 

Fruit — 

Fresh 

9 

1 

2 

2 

Canned 

0 

4 

0 

24 

Fish — 

Fresh  .  .  .  . 

0 

10 

2 

15 

Canned 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Salt  herrings  .  . 

0 

1 

2 

0 

Sundry — 

Pickles 

0 

0 

0 

11 

Peas  and  beans  .  . 

0 

0 

1 

4 

Sauces 

0 

0 

0 

24 

Luncheon  beef 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Pork,  fresh 

0 

1 

0 

ii 

Total 

. .  19 

1 

2 

18 

Samples. — During  the  period  under  review  a 
total  of  forty-one  samples  of  foods,  drugs,  and 
poisons,  as  per  list  following,  were  submitted  to 
the  Government  Analyst  for  examination,  viz. : — 

Milk 

Alcoholic  liquors 

Drugs 

Poisons 

Total  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  41 

Prosecutions. 

Liquor. — Seven  prosecutions  in  respect  of  the 
sale  by  country  hotelkeepers  of  spirits  adul¬ 
terated  with  added  water  (five  whisky  and  two 
brandy)  were  undertaken  by  Inspector  Butts 
during  the  year,  and  a  conviction  obtained  in 
each  instance. 

In  these  cases  the  penalties  imposed  by  the 
magistrates  totalled  £25,  with  costs  £8  11s.  6d., 
being  an  average  fine  per  case  of  £3  11s.  6d.  and 
average  costs  £1  4s.  6d. 

Short  1 V eight  Bread. — Two  country  bakers 
were  proceeded  against  for  the  offence  of  selling 
bread  short  of  due  weight,  and  a  conviction 
secured  in  each  instance. 

The  fines  imposed  were  £7  5s.  and  £10  9s. 
respectively,  with  3s.  6d.  costs  of  court  in  each 
instance. 

Water  on  a  Milk-cart. — For  the  offence  of 
carrying  water  upon  his  milk-cart,  a  milk  pur¬ 
veyor  was  prosecuted,  convicted,  and  fined  £5, 
with  3s.  6d.  costs. 

Townsville. 

Inspector  C.  J.  Whitford,  the  officer  in  charge 
of  Townsville  sub-office,  reports  that,  in  addition 
to  his  duties  in  and  around  the  city  of  Towns¬ 
ville,  lie  has  during  the  fiscal  year  paid  official 
visits  of  inspection  to  the  following  Northern  and 
North-Western  towns,  viz.: — Huglienden,  Win- 
ton,  Cloncurry,  Boulia,  Selwyn,  Kuridala, 
Malbon,  Duchess,  Julia  Creek,  Richmond, 
Torrens  Creek,  Pentland,  Charters  Towers, 
Ravenswood  Junction,  Giru,  Ayr,  Home  Hill, 
Bowen,  and  Proserpine. 

In  the  performance  of  these  visits  Inspector 
Whitford  covered  a  total  distance  of  1,912  miles, 
of  which  1,534  were  travelled  per  train  and  378 
miles  by  motor  conveyance.  / 

Unsound  Food. — During  the  twelve  months 
Inspector  Whitford  reports  the  destruction  in 


his  area  of  9  tons  2  cwt.  0  qr.  23  lb.  2  oz.  of 
unsound  food  material  as  follows: — 


Tons 

cwt. 

qr. 

lb. 

OZ. 

Cheese 

0 

2 

1 

8 

0 

Mustard,  tins 

0 

0 

1 

13 

8 

Jam,  tins 

0 

19 

2 

2 

0 

Cocoa,  tins 

0 

1 

0 

27 

0 

Milk,  tins 

0 

0 

1 

14 

0 

Fish,  tins 

0 

3 

1 

9 

0 

Jellies,  packets 

0 

6 

1 

20 

0 

Macaroni,  packets 

0 

0 

2 

20 

0 

Dried  vegetables,  packets 

0 

0 

2 

21 

10 

Potatoes,  bags 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Swede  turnips,  bags 

0 

18 

0 

0 

0 

Fruit,  cases 

4 

8 

3 

0 

0 

Total 

9 

2 

0 

23 

2 

Sampling. — Twelve  samples  of  milk  and  four 
of  poisons  were  submitted  to  the  Government 
Analyst. 

Prosecutions. — Two  cases  for  breaches  of  the 
Poisons  Regulations  and  one  for  a.  breach  of 
section  107  of  the  Health  Acts  have  been  sub¬ 
mitted  from  Townsville  sub-office,  but  as  these 
prosecutions  do  not  come  before  the  court  for 
hearing  during  the  period  under  review  I  am 
unable  to  record  results. 

Cairns. 

Inspector  W.  Austin,  the  officer  in  charge  of 
Cairns  sub-office,  reports  that,  in  addition  to  his 
routine  duties  in  and  around  the  town  of'Cairns, 
he  has  during  the  twelve  months  under  con¬ 
sideration  visited  and  inspected  at  the  following 
outside  places  in  the  far  northern  area,  viz.: — 
Mareeba,  Stratford,  Freshwater,  Redlynch, 
Edmonton,  Babinda,  Gordonvale,  Innisfail, 
Cardwell,  Mourilvan,  South  Johnston,  Woree, 
White  Rock,  Ilambledon,  Kuranda,  Biboohra, 
Mount  Mulligan,  Dimbnlah,  Atherton,  Tolga, 
Ravenshoe,  Tumoulin,  Herberton,  Cooktown, 
Mossman,  and  Port  Douglas. 

In  carrying  out  his  official  duties  on  tour 
Inspector  Austin  covered  a  total  distance  of 
2,113  miles,  of  which  1,596  miles  were  travelled 
by  train,  285  by  steamer,  168  by  motor-car,  and 
64  miles  by  cycle. 

Unsound  Foods.— A  total  weight  of  2  tons  16 
cwt.  1  qr.  24  lb.  of  food  material  was  destroyed 
under  Inspector  Austin’s  supervision  during  the 
year  as  unfit  for  consumption  by  man.  The 
following  is  the  detailed  list : — 


Cheese,  loaves 

Tons 

0 

cwt. 

0 

qr. 

1 

lb. 

12 

Peaches,  fresh,  cases  . . 

0 

4 

0 

12 

Plums,  fresh,  cases 

1 

0 

1 

12 

Oysters,  fresh,  sack  .  . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Turnips,  swede,  sack  .  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Potatoes,  sack 

0 

8 

3 

0 

Salmon,  salt,  kegs 

0 

1 

3 

4 

Bacon,  shoulder 

0 

0 

0 

12 

Total 

2 

16 

1 

24 

Sampling. — A  total  of  73  samples,  of  which  63 
consisted  of  fresh  milk,  were  submitted  from  the 
Cairns  sub-office  during  the  year. 

Prosecutions. — Thirty-three  prosecutions  for 
breaches  of  Part  VI.  of  the  Health  Acts  and  of 
the  Regulations  made  thereunder  were  success¬ 
fully  undertaken  by  Inspector  Austin  during 
the  fiscal  period  under  review. 

The  penalties  imposed  by  the  magistrates 
totalled,  fines  £124  6s.  8d.  and  costs  £16  4s.  10d., 
being  an  average  fine  of  £3  15s.  4d.  and  average 
costs  9s.  lOd.  per  case. 

Included  in  this  list  of  prosecutions — most 
of  which  were  for  breaches  of  the  regulations — 


24 

8 

2 

7 


23 


are  4  for  shortweight  bread,  1  for  shortweight 
butter,  1  for  contaminated  butter,  1  for  adul¬ 
terated  milk,  and  1  for  the  offence  of 
water  upon  a  milk  cart. 

List  A. 


30th  JUNE,  1926. 

Headquarters. 

Description  of  Fish.  Tons  cwt. 

0  11 

0  0 


Nature  of  Food  or  Drug. 
Whitebait  (dried,,  salted 


Black  fish 
Bonito  .  . 
Bream  . . 
Butterfish 
Cod 

Emperor 
Flathead 
Garfish  . . 
Jewfish 
Johnny  Dory 
Long  Tom 
Mackerel 
Mixed  . . 
Mullet  . . 
Sehnapper 
Squire  .  . 
Sweetlip 
Tailer  .  . 
Turum  .  . 
Whiting 

Total 


6  10 
0  15 


0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 


2 

0 

4 

3 
2 
1 

4 
2 


13  15 

24  18 


1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

2 


4 

2 

6 

13 

1 

8 


1 

0 

3 

1 

3 

0 

1 

0 


1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 

3 

1 

2 


61  10  1 


-rymg 

Bloaters  .  . 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Cod  blocks 

0 

18 

0 

8 

0 

Fillets  . 

17 

1 

0 

5 

0 

Ling  . 

0 

13 

0 

0 

0 

UNFIT 

Salt  herrings 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

25,  TO 

Salt  salmon 

0 

2 

O 

20 

0 

Fruit,  canned — 

Pears .  . 

0 

i 

0 

11 

0 

lh 

Pineapples  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Rosellas 

0 

0 

0 

13 

0 

Z\J 

Assorted 

0 

0 

0 

24 

0 

2 

Dried — 

6 

Apples 

0 

0 

0 

26 

0 

4 

Citron  peel  .  . 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

24 

Dates 

0 

4 

3 

4 

0 

13 

Figs  .  . 

0 

2 

1 

9 

0 

o 

Peaches 

0 

0 

2 

24 

0 

15 

Pears 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

8 

Raisins  (muscatels) 

0 

0 

0 

24 

0 

27 

Raisins 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

26 

Jam,  assorted 

0 

8 

2 

4 

0 

2 

Meat — Brawn 

0 

0 

a 

2 

0 

16 

Milk,  skimmed  .  . 

0 

0 

i 

24 

0 

0 

Mustard  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

17 

0 

26 

Mustard  mixture 

0 

0 

i 

14 

0 

16 

Pickles 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

Tobacco  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

17 

1 

13 

Cigars 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 

3 

Antiseptic  tooth  paste  (612 

tubes) 

0 

0 

1 

10 

4 

3 

Total 

20 

11 

1 

15 

7 

List  B. 

PARTICULARS  OF  UNSOUND  FOODS  AND  DRUGS 
DESTROYED  DURING  YEAR  1925-1926. 
(Headquarters  Staff.) 

Nature  of  Food  or  Drug.  Tons  cwt.  qr.  lb.  oz. 


Tons.  cwt.  qr.  lb.'  oz. 


0  0  0  18 


List  C. 

SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  LABORATORY  OF 
MICROBIOLOGY  AND  PATHOLOGY  FOR  THE 
YEAR  1925-1926. 


Barley 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Cheese,  tinned 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Headquarters. 

Cocoa  and  milk  .  . 

. .  0 

0 

3 

17 

0 

Nature  of  Specimen. 

Number  Submitted. 

Cocoa,  malted 

0 

0 

1 

14 

0 

Milk  (for  Bacterial  Count) 

336 

Coffee  and  milk  .  . 

0 

0 

1 

14 

0 

Milk  (for  T.  B.)  .  . 

33 

Condensed  milk  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

16 

0 

Water 

23 

Confectionery 

0 

0 

0 

S 

0 

Filter  c-andie 

3 

Custard  powder  . . 

0 

0 

1 

8 

0 

Ice 

4 

Fish,  tinned — 

Ice  cream 

8 

Bloater  paste 

0 

0 

0 

21 

0 

Mince  rolls  .  . 

1 

Fish  bolls 

. .  0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Whitebait 

4 

Herrings 

0 

2 

2 

18 

0 

Disinfectants 

9 

Mullet 

0 

3 

0 

15 

0 

Hair  brushes 

2 

Salmon 

o 

0 

3 

7 

0 

Rat  and  mouse  exterminator 

1 

Sardines 

0 

0 

3 

17 

8 

Stewed  crab 

0 

0 

0 

24 

0 

Total 

424 

List  D. 

Prosecutions  for  Adulterated  Milk  for  Year  1925-1926. 


(Headquarters.  ) 


Date . 

Place. 

Added 

Water. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1925— 

Per  cent. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

13th  July 

Wynnum 

6-4 

6 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

13th  July 

Wynnum 

9-8 

9 

0 

0 

4 

7 

6 

13th  July 

Wynnum 

13-4 

10 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

13th  July 

Wynnum 

5-3 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

13th  July  . 

Wynnum 

4-2 

6 

0 

0 

1 

7 

0 

14th  July 

Brisbane 

12-5 

10 

0 

.0 

1 

4 

6 

17th  December 

Brisbane 

6-2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

17th  December 

Brisbane 

3-5 

,  . 

1 

4 

6 

17th  December 

Brisbane  (withdrawn) 

6-2 

,  , 

.  . 

17th  December 

Brisbane  (withdrawn) 

4-4 

1926— 

23rd  February 

Brisbane 

3-5 

3 

15 

6 

1 

4 

6 

23rd  March 

Bundaberg 

12-5 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

6-2 

10 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

9-8 

7 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

20th  May 

Cribb  Island  .  . 

25-3 

11 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

14th  June 

Zillmere 

25-3 

20 

0 

0 

1 

9 

6 

14th  June 

Sandgate  (released  from  prosecution  ; 

sup- 

26-3 

.  . 

.  . 

plier  charged  and  convicted) 

Totals 

103 

15 

6 

20 

13 

6 

Averages  .  . 

7 

8 

3 

1 

9 

6 

24 


List  E, 

Prosecutions  for  Adulterated  Liquor  for  the  Year  1925-1926. 

(Headquarters  . ) 


Date. 

Locality. 

Class  of  Liquor. 

Added 

Water. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

19th  January,  1926 

18th  February,  1926 

26th  March,  1926 

Beenleigh 

Goomeri 

Mundubbera  .  . 

Rum 

Whisky 

Rum 

Totals 

Averages 

Per  Cent. 
6-4 
10-0 
24-6 

£  s.  d. 

3  0  0 

1  0  0 

5  0  0 

£  s.  d. 
14  6 

0  3  6 

1  4  6 

•  • 

9  0  0 

2  12  6 

3  0  0 

0  17  6 

List  F. 

Miscellaneous  Prosecutions  for  Year  1925-1926. 
(Head  quarters  . ) 


Date. 

Place. 

Charge. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1925. 

£ 

s . 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

3rd  July 

.  . 

Palmwoods 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

4 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

3rd  July 

,  , 

Palmwoods 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

3rd  July 

,  # 

Palmwoods 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3rd  July 

.  , 

Palmwoods 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

9th  July 

,  , 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

10 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

9th  July 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

15 

0 

0 

1 

8 

0 

13th  July 

.  . 

Wynnum 

Dirty  milk-cart 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

13th  July 

Wynnum 

Soap  in  milk-can 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

13th  July 

.  . 

Wynnum 

Selling  milk  without  license 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

6 

13th  July 

Wynnum 

Rag  on  milk-can 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

13th  July 

W  ynnum 

No  lids  on  measures 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

14th  July 

.  i 

Sandgate 

No  lids  on  measures 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

14th  July 

Brisbane 

No  lids  on  measures 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

14th  July 

.  . 

Brisbane 

Rag  on  milk-can 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

14th  July 

.  . 

Brisbane 

Carrying  water  on  milk-cart 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

14th  July 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

15 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

21st  July 

.  . 

Beerburrum 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  (with- 

.  • 

.  . 

drawn) 

21st  July 

•  . 

Beerburrum 

Dirty  bread-troughs 

5 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

8th  September  .  . 

Brisbane 

Soap  falsely  described 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

15th  September  .  .  ' 

Brisbane 

Carrying  water  on  milk-cart 

7 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

12th  October 

Wynnum 

Selling  milk  without  license 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

27th  October 

Brisbane 

Shortweiglit  bread 

12 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

11th  February  .  . 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  fish 

10 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

23rd  February  .  . 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

3 

0 

0 

1 

9 

6 

23rd  February  .  . 

,  , 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

4 

10 

6 

1 

9 

6 

23rd  February  .  . 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

5 

0 

0 

1 

7 

6 

23rd  February  .  . 

,  , 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

3 

0 

0 

1 

7 

6 

23rd  February  .  . 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

4 

0 

0 

1 

7 

6 

23rd  February  .  . 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

13 

13 

0 

1 

7 

6 

23rd  February  .  . 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

23rd  February  .  . 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

23rd  February  .  . 

.  , 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

23rd  February 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

16th  March 

Brisbane 

Dirty  (milk-seller’s)  premises 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

18th  March 

,  , 

Brisbane 

Dirty  milk-can  (-withdrawn) 

.  . 

18th  March 

Brisbane 

Dirty  milk-can 

2 

6 

0 

0 

13 

6 

23rd  March 

Bundaberg 

Dirty  filter 

4 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

23rd  March 

Bundaberg 

Sleeping  in  room  where  food  kept  for  sale 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

23rd  March 

Bundaberg 

Rag  in  milk-can 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

23rd  March 

Bundaberg 

Dirty  filter 

4 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

23rd  March 

Bundaberg 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  by  vermin 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

23rd  March 

,  . 

Bundaberg 

Dirty  premises 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

25th  March 

Gayndah 

Falsely  described  vinegar  . . 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

25th  March 

Gayndah 

Shortweight  bread  .  . 

4 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

25th  March 

.  . 

Gayndah 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

25th  March 

Gayndah 

Dirty  premises 

10 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

26th  March 

Mundubbera 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  by  vermin 

2 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

26th  March 

Mundubbera 

Shortweight  bread  . . 

3 

2 

0 

0 

3 

6 

26th  March 

Mundubbera 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

8th  April 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

6 

15 

6 

1 

4 

6 

8th  April 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

4 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

8th  April 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

6 

13 

0 

1 

7 

0 

8th  April 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

8th  April 

Brisbane 

Shortweight  bread  . . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

8th  April 

Brisbane 

Yeast  stored  in  unsuitable  receptacle 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

22nd  April 

Lutwyche 

Adulterated  fish 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6th  May 

#  # 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

12 

0 

0 

1 

9 

6 

6th  May 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

10 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

6th  May 

Brisbane 

Adulterated  mincemeat 

5 

0 

0 

1 

14 

6 

6th  May 

Brisbane  / 

Shortweight  bread  .  , 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  May 

#  . 

Brisbane 

Breaking  ice  on  cart-wheel 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

Ice  on  cart  exposed  to  contamination  (with- 

.  . 

.  • 

drawn) 

25 


List  F.— continued. 

Miscellaneous  Prosecutions  for  Year  1925-26 — Headquarters — continued. 


Date. 

Place. 

Charge. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1926. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

Milk  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20tli  May 

Brisbane 

No  lids  on  milk-measures  .  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

No  lids  on  milk-measures  .  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  Mav 

Brisbane 

Carrying  water  on  milk-cart 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

Rag  in  milk-can 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

No  lids  on  milk-measures 

1 

0 

0 

0 

o 

»:> 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

Soap  in  milk-can 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

(i 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

No  name  on  milk-cart 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

No  name  on  milk-cans 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

No  name  on  milk-cart 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

Rusty  cans  .  .  .  .  . .  ;  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

Selling  milk  without  license 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  May 

Brisbane 

Selling  milk  without  license 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1st  June 

Brisbane 

Falsely  described  whisky 

15 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

10th  June 

Brisbane 

Dirty  milk-cart 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

10th  June 

Brisbane 

Selling  milk  without  license 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

Totals 

301/ 

15 

0 

47 

16 

6 

Averages 

4 

2 

1 

0 

12 

9 

PEEL  ISLAND  LAZARET. 

The  number  of  patients  at  the  Lazaret  on  the 
30th  June,  1926,  amounted  to  76,  as  against  72 
on  the  same  date  of  the  preceding  year.  Admis¬ 
sions  during  the  year  were  17,  and  there  were  7 
discharges  and  6  deaths,  as  against  16  admis¬ 
sions,  3  discharges,  and  5  deaths  during 
1924-25. 

The  treatment  given  to  the  patients  is  carried 
out  by  the  health  officer,  who  regularly  visits  the 
Lazaret,  and  comprises  issues  of  cliaulmoogra 
oil  and  its  derivatives.  The  resident  nurse 
attends  to  the  patients  and  sees  that  the  health 
officer’s  treatment  is  closely  followed  by  the 
inmates,  and  any  advice  that  the  nurse  may 
desire  to  obtain  regarding  any  special  case  is 
immediately  given  through  ’phone,  and  by  this 
means  the  medical  requirements  are  adequately 
provided. 

Patients  found  to  he  free  of  the  disease  for  a 
period  of  two  years  are  discharged  under  surveil¬ 
lance,  conditionally  on  undertaking  to  present 
themselves  for  bacteriological  tests  at  stated 
intervals,  and  are  supplied  with  issues  of  anti- 
leprol  as  a  precaution  against  a  recurrence  of 
the  disease. 

The  patients  are  well  and  comfortably  clad 
and  their  food  issue  is  of  the  best,  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  they  are  granted  a  liberal  supply  of  sport¬ 
ing  material,  such  as  bats,  tennis  equipment, 
wireless  sets,  piano,  &c.  In  addition  many  take 
full  advantage  of  fishing,  which  through  the  fine 
situation  of  the  Lazaret  may  generally  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  in  affording  good  sport. 

Everything  possible  is  done  in  making  the 
condition  of  life  at  the  Lazaret  as  pleasant  as 
possible,  and  no  reasonable  request  is  turned 
down  by  a  paternal  Government,  who  continu¬ 
ously  have  their  interests  at  heart. 

Another  batch  of  at  least  three,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  discharged  about  Christmas. 

NURSES’  REGISTRATION  BOARD. 

The  functions  of  the  Nurses’  Registration 
Board  continue  to  be  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  and  the  new  system  of  conducting  sec¬ 
tional  examinations  for  pupil  nurses,  in  lieu  of 
them  on  completion  of  their  full  hospital  train¬ 
ing  having  to  sit  for  the  whole  of  the  required 
subjects  at  a  final  examination,  is  proving 


advantageous  not  only  to  the  trainees,  but  facili¬ 
tates  the  work  of  the  lecturers,  as  well  as  not 
unduly  interfering  with  the  work  of  the  hospital. 

The  matter  of  accepting  nurses  from  overseas 
and  other  States  without  having  to  again  sit  for 
examination  has  occasioned  considerable  corre¬ 
spondence  with  a  view  to  attaining  reciprocity, 
and  it  is  now  pleasing  to  record  the  fact  that 
arrangements  have  been  finalised  whereby 
nurses  whose  period  of  training,  &c.,  is  equi¬ 
valent  to  that  required  by  the  Board,  and  who 
hold  certificates  from  recognised  nursing  asso¬ 
ciations  of  having  passed  a  qualifying  examina¬ 
tion,  are  eligible  for  registration  in  this  State 
by  paying  the  prescribed  fee  of  30s.  This 
arrangement  will  be  extended,  as  time  permits, 
to  other  countries  who  are  agreeable  to  extend 
similar  treatment  to  Queensland  trained  nurses 
and  ensure  their  not  being  placed  in  an  invidious 
position  should  they  elect  to  at  any  time  visit 
other  places  to  follow  their  profession. 

Sectional  examinations  for  nurses  in  training 
were  held  in  October,  when  380  candidates  from 
41  training  schools  presented  themselves  for 
examination,  the  results  being  as  follows : — 

First  section  . .  .  .  145  passed 

97  failed 
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Second  section  .  .  . .  108  passed 

32  failed 
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Of  those  who  failed,  115  sat  for  the  post 
examination  which  was  held  in  December,  and 
44  were  successful  in  passing  the  first  sectional 
and  26  passed  the  second  sectional  examina¬ 
tions,  the  failures  being  43  and  2  respectively. 

The  usual  examinations  for  general  nurses 
training  under  the  provisions  of  the  1912  Regu¬ 
lations  as  well  as  for  nurses  training  in  mid¬ 
wifery  and  mental  hospitals  were  held  in  October 
and  March.  The  candidates  numbered  317,  the 
results  being  as  follows : — 

General  . .  . .  123  passed  45  failed 

Midwifery  .  .  89  passed  6  failed 

Mental  .  .  .  .  22  passed  32  failed 

The  centres  at  which  nurses  were  examined 
for  final  examinations  were  as  follows : — 

For  General  Nurses. — Atherton,  Ayr,  Bar- 
caldine,  Brisbane,  Bundaberg,  Cairns, 
Charters  Towers,  Clermont,  Cloncurry, 
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Dalby,  Gladstone,  Gympie,  Hughenden, 
Ipswich,  Kingaroy,  Longreach,  Mackay, 
Mareeba,  Maryborough,  Miles,  Mount 
Morgan,  Port  Douglas,  Rockhampton, 
Roma,  Toowoomba,  Townsville,  Warwick, 
and  Wondai. 

For  Midwifery  Nurses. — Brisbane,  Bunda- 
berg,  Cairns,  Mackay,  Maryborough, 
Rockhampton,  and  Toowoomba. 

For  Mental  Nurses.— Goodna,  Ipswich,  and 
Toowoomba. 

Section  207. — Forty-five  (general  25,  mid¬ 
wifery  18,  mental  2)  nurses  were  registered,  hav¬ 
ing  produced  evidence  that  they  possessed  satis¬ 
factory  training  and  wTere  certificated  by  having 
passed  a  qualifying  examination. 

Section  208. — Seven  (general  2,  midwifery  5) 
certificates  were  issued,  on  approval  of  the  Home 
Secretary,  to  nurses  who  produced  evidence 
that  they  were  following  the  calling  of  a  nurse 
during  the  years  1909,  1910,  and  1911. 

The  following  hospitals  during  the  year  were 
granted  registration  as  training  schools  for 
general  nurses : — Cluirleville  Hospital,  Innisfail 
District  Hospital,  Stanthorpe  Hospital,  Wondai 
Hospital.  The  Lower  Burdekin  District  Hos¬ 
pital,  having  failed  to  maintain  the  daily  mini¬ 
mum  average,  ceased  to  be  a  midwifery  training 
school. 

ft 

LABORATORY  OR  MICROBIOLOGY  AND 
PATHOLOGY. 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  work  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and 
Pathology : — 

Regarding  the  number  of  specimens  dealt  with, 
a  considerable  increase  is  noted,  and  although  an 
increase  of  10,272  was  reported  last  year  a 
further  7,620  increase  is  showm  this  year.  In  the 
face  of  such  a  substantial  increase  the  Labora¬ 
tory  was  quite  equal  to  the  test,  although  to  be 
so  at  times  the  staff  had  to  work  overtime. 

Referring  to  the  number  of  rodents  examined 
for  the  plague  bacillus,  a  notable  increase  is 
shown,  and  if  these  rodents  are  caught  in  areas 
most  likely  to  be.  the  first  venue  of  the  plague- 
infected  animals — viz.,  wharves,  produce  stores, 
&c. — the  result  of  our  examination  is  of  more 
value,  but  if  the  increase  in  question  is  culled 
from  areas  the  least  likely  to  harbour  the  infected 
animal,  such  an  increase  of  specimens,  apart 
from  the  decrease  of  rodents  as  pests,  represents 
far  less  value  as  specimens  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

The  number  of  specimens  received  under  the 
heads  of  Rodents,  Diphtheria,  Gonorrhoea,  Tuber¬ 


culosis,  Leprosy,  Widals,  Milks,  Waters,  and 
Animal  Inoculation  show  a  marked  increase. 

The  Laboratory  during  the  year  attended  to 
a  greater  number  of  requisitions  than  the  pre¬ 
vious  year ;  among  these,  cultures  for  diphtheria 
bacilli  were  supplied  to  the  Commonwealth 
Laboratories — Townsville,  2,016;  Toowoomba, 
1,872;  Rockhampton,  1,152. 

Plague. — The  number  of  rodents  received  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  shows  an  increase  of  5,276.  Of  the 
52,279  rodents  received,  all  were  examined, 
but  in  none  of  them  was  the  plague  bacillus 
found.  All  rats  received  were  classified  as 


follows : — 

Rattus  Norvegicus  . .  . .  .  .  25,741 

Rattus  Rattus  Rattus  . .  .  .  . .  5,206 

Rattus  Rattus  Alexandrinus  .  .  . .  8,781 

Hydromys  Leucogaster  . .  . .  . .  22 

Unelassi liable  (very  young  rats)  .  .  8,577 

Mus  Musculus  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  3,952 


Spleen  smears  from  rats  in  the  northern  towns 
showed  in  some  of  the  places  an  increase,  while 
in  others  a  decline  is  noted;  but  in  none  of  them 
was  the  plague  bacillus  present. 

Diphtheria. — The  number  of  throat  swabs 
examined  for  the  diphtheria  bacillus  shows  an 
increase  for  the  year  of  810,  and  the  number  of 
swabs  on  which  the  bacillus  was  found  shows  a 
percentage  of  about  6-5  compared  with  5  of  last 
year. 

Venereal  Diseases. — A  largely  increased 
number  of  smears  wTere  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  gonococcus,  and  the  number  in  which 
the  coccus  was  found  was  about  the  same  percen¬ 
tage  as  last  year.  The  blood  sera  examined  for 
the  Wassermann  reaction  showed  a  slight 
decrease,  and  the  number  giving  a  positive 
reaction  was  a  percentage  of  9  compared  with  19 
of  last  year. 

Tuberculosis. — An  increased  number  of  sputa 
was  examined  for  the  tubercle  bacillus,  and  the 
bacillus  wms  found  in  a  number  that  was  a 
decrease  in  the  percentage  over  last  year. 

Typhoid. — An  increased  number  of  bloods  was 
examined  for  Widal’s  agglutination  test,  and  the 
number  positive  showed  a  decrease  in  the  per¬ 
centage  over  last  year.  The  number  of  urine  and 
faeces  shows  a  decrease. 

Leprosy— A  very  largely  increased  number  of 
smears  was  examined  for  the  bacillus  lepra?,  but 
the  majority  of  those  were  from  persons  suffering 
from  the  disease — patients  of  the  Lazaret. 

Miscellaneous. — The  number  of  miscellaneous 
specimens  which  include  waters,  disinfectants, 
filters,  ice-creams,  milks,  C.S.  fluid,  &c.,  show  in 
some  a  very  marked  increase,  while  in  others  a 


decrease. 

Report  on  Specimens  Examined  in  Laboratory  during  the  Year  ended  30th  June,  1926. 


Examination. 


Health  and 
Hospitals. 


Private 

Practitioners. 


Positive. 


Total. 


Plague — 

Brisbane — 

Rats 

Mice 

Maryborough  (smears) 

Bundaberg  (smears) 

Cairns  (smears) 

Mackay  (smears) 

Gympie  (smears) 

Ipswich  (smears) 

Bowen  (smears) 

Douglas  (smears) . 

,  Gladstone  (smears) . 

Diphtheria 

Gonorrhoea 

Syphilis 

Tuberculosis 

Leprosy 


48.327 

3,952 

3,567 

1,340 

1,202 

663 

619 

364 

137 

21 

6 

7.535 

8,072 

1,327 

244 

799 


1,197 

1,253 

273 

279 

112 


564 

630 

154 

124 

153 


48,327 

3,952 

3,567 

1,340 

1,202 

663 

619 

364 

137 

21 

6 

8,732 

9,325 

1,600 

523 

911 


> 
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Report  on  Specimens  Examined  in  Laboratory  during  the  Year  ended  30th  June,  1926 — continued. 


Examination. 

Health  and 
Hospitals. 

Private 

Practitioners. 

Positive. 

Total. 

Typhoid— 

Widal’s 

61 

31 

15 

92 

Urines  . .  . .  . .  .  . 

267 

28 

295 

Faeces 

275 

31 

306 

Examination  and  Report — 

Milks  (count)  .  . 

336 

,  , 

336 

Milks  (T.B.) . 

33 

. . 

33 

Ice-creams 

8 

8 

Ice  .... 

4 

4 

Waters 

23 

23 

Filter-candles  .  . 

3 

3 

Foods 

5 

5 

Organisms  and  Vaccine — 

Sputum 

•  . 

1 

l ; 

Urines 

2 

3 

5 

Cultures 

6 

4 

10 

Fluid  from  elbow 

1 

.  , 

1 

Swabs  from  cervix  .  . 

5 

,  . 

5 

Organisms— 

Sputum 

3 

9 

12 

Hair 

1 

,  . 

1 

Urine 

1 

1 

2 

Pus 

1 

1 

C.  S.  Fluid . 

5 

1 

6 

Fluid  . 

,  , 

I 

1  i 

Smears 

2 

.  . 

2 

Faeces 

3 

3  j 

Piece  of  spleen 

1 

.  . 

1 

Pleural  fluid  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Anchylostoma — 

Faeces 

7 

9 

16 

Blood  Smears — - 

Malaria 

.  # 

1 

1 

Filaria 

,  , 

2 

2 

Differential  count 

5 

3 

8 

Anaemia 

1 

2 

3 

Anthrax — 

Hair  brushes  .  . 

2 

2 

Disinfectants  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . 

9 

9 

Rat  and  Mouse  Exterminator  .  . 

1 

1 

Medico — Legal  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

7 

7 

Animal  inoculation 

40 

40 

Vincent’s  Angina  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

79,294 

3,244 

1,641 

82,538 

Requisitions  received  during  the  year  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  401 

Rats  examined  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  48,327 

Mice  Examined  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  3,952 
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Culture  Media  Prepared  in  Laboratory  during  the 
Year  1st  July,  1925,  to  30th  June,  1926. 


Ordinary  Agar  — 

Deeps 

151 

Small  slopes 

309 

Large  slopes 

98 

Tn  addition  to  5  lities  used  in  doing 

milk  counts 

— 

563 

Ordinary  Broth — - 

Small  tubes 

520 

*  Bottles 

20 

540 

Broth  used  for  testing  disinfectants- 

Tubes 

730 

— . — . 

730 

Serum  Culture— 

Ox  serum  slopes  .  . 

16,030 

Human  serum — 

Slopes  .  . 

13 

Plates  .  . 

55 

— 

16,098 

McConkey’s  Medium — 

Plates 

44 

- — - 

44 

Gonococcus  Medium—- 

Slopes 

36 

Deeps 

36 

72 

Brilliant  Green  Medium  for  B. 

Typhosus — 

Plates 

1,453 

1,453 

Treble  Lactose — 

Tubes 

56 

Bottles 

24 

— 

80 

Sugars — 
Lactose 

110 

Glucose 

45 

Arabinose 

45 

Sorbite 

45 

Saccharose 

45 

Mannite 

45 

Amygdalin 

45 

Adonite 

45 

Levulose  .  . 

45 

Rafbnose  .  . 

50 

Galactose  .  . 

. ,  [9  . . 

50 

Total 

f; 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Since  my  last  report  I  have  visited  a  great 
portion  of  the  State,  meeting  various  Local 
Authorities  and  investigating  Health  problems, 
also  impressing  upon  them  their  responsibilities 
under  the  Health  Acts,  and  in  this  connection 
bringing  before  them  the  necessity  of  providing 
certificated  inspectors  to  thoroughly  organise  a 
health  conscience  amongst  the  community,  and 
thus  fall  into  line  with  the  Department’s  require¬ 
ments,  especially  in  the  prevention  of  typhoid 
fever,  which  in  the  past  has  claimed  too  many 
victims,  but  until  trained  men  were  available  and 
who  were  specially  coached  in  preventable 
diseases  this  was  not  possible. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  position  has  now 
changed,  and  Local  Authorities  have  only  been 
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too  pleased  to  fall  in  with  the  suggestion,  as  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  Health  Acts,  that  contiguous  areas 
join  in  such  an  appointment;  consequently, 
instead  of  having  to  appoint  separately  a  certifi¬ 
cated  inspector  at,  say,  £300  per  annum,  by  the 
linking  up  of  contiguous  areas  the  salary  is 
divided  amongst  them  with  an  additional  £100 
to  £150  for  travelling  allowance.  The  number  of 
areas  now  having  certificated  inspectors  is — 
Separate  10;  contiguous  52  (served  by  13 
inspectors)  ;  and  the  number  under  consideration 
88. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  every  inspector  so  far 
recommended  to  fill  vacancies  has  given  entire 
satisfaction,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  me  to  receive 
such  evidence  of  local  progress,  especially  in  the 
providing  of  fly-proof  cabinets,  which  must 
result  in  a  very  great  diminution  in  the  number 
of  infectious  diseases  notified,  especially  of 
typhoid  fever  and  other  fly-borne  diseases,  and 
so  greatly  reduce  hospital  accounts  to  be  paid  by 
local  councils.  I  hope  during  the  coming  year  to 
complete  such  an  appointment  in  every  Local 
Authority. 

As  mentioned  in  my  previous  report,  the 
infant  mortality  rate  owes  its  decrease  in  some 
measure  to  the  establishment  of  baby  clinics,  as 
well  as  the  State-aided  maternity  hospitals, 
which  are  a  valuable  asset  to  the  community  in 
isolated  parts  of  the  State,  and  with  improved 
sanitation  in  the  country  districts,  as  evidenced 
wherever  certificated  inspectors  have  been 
appointed,  we  look  forward  hopefully  for  still 
'  greater  reduction  in  infantile  mortality  in  the 
future,  when  fly-borne  diseases  are  thus  held  in 
•  check  by  adopting  this  Department’s  require¬ 
ments. 

The  Rat,  Flea,  and  Plague-carrying  Insects 
Prevention  and  Destruction  Regulations  of  1925 
were  amended  in  Gazette  dated  12th  September, 

1925,  by  including  an  additional  regulation 
declaring  rats,  mice,  and  all  other  species  of 
vermin  capable  of  conveying  the  bacillus  of 
plague,  and  fleas  of  every  description  to  be 
noxious. 

The  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Typhoid 
Fever  Regulations  of  1923  were  repealed  by  the 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Typhoid  Fever 
Regulations  of  1925  respectively  on  22nd 
October,  1925. 

The  Diphtheria  and  Typhoid  Fever  Regula¬ 
tions  were  further  amended  on  29th  January, 

1926,  to  include  the  Shire  of  Eidsvold  in  the  list 
of  Local  Authorities’  areas  in  which  such  regu¬ 
lations  are  in  force. 

The  Nurses’  Registration  Regulations,  1925, 
were  gazetted  on  22nd  October,  1925,  repealing 
the  Nurses’  Registration  Regulations  of  1923. 

The  Fly  Prevention  and  Destruction  Regula¬ 
tions  of  1923  were  amended  on  22nd  October, 

1925,  bv  the  Flv  Prevention  and  Destruction 
Regulations  of  1925. 

As  a  result  of  Commonwealth  and  Interstate 
conferences  in  connection  with  uniform 
standards  for  foods  and  drugs  for  Australia,  the 
Food  and  Drug  Regulations,  1925,  were  gazetted 
on  22nd  October,  1925,  repealing  the  Food  and 
Drug  Regulations,  1920.  An  amendment  of  the 
1925  Regulations  was  gazetted  on  13th  March, 

1926,  prohibiting  the  exposure  of  certain  fruits 
to  contamination  in  any  street  or  open  place. 


The  Poisons  Regulations  of  1924  were  amended 
on  12th  February,  1926,  by  inserting  an  addi¬ 
tional  provision  that  arsenical  preparations  of  a 
greater  strength  than  0-2  per  cent,  of  arsenic 
(arsenious  oxide)  shall  not.  be  used  for  dipping 
or  jetting  sheep  at  any  time  within  six  weeks  of 
the  shearing  of  the  sheep. 

The  Sanitary  Conveniences  and  Nightsoil  Dis¬ 
posal  Regulations  of  1922  were  amended  in 
certain  particulars  by  the  Sanitary  Conveniences 
and  Nightsoil  Disposal  Regulations  of  1926,  and 
which  were  gazetted  on  the  15th  February,  1926. 

Staff. 

The  personnel  of  the  head  office  staff  consists 
of  the  following  officers : — Commissioner  of 
Public  Health  (Dr.  J.  I.  Moore)  ;  Health  Officer 
(Dr.  J.  Coffey)  ;  Secretary,  Senior  Clerk,  four 
clerks,  two  typists,  two  messengers,  staff  nurse. 

In  the  Inspectorial  branch  there  are  two  chief 
inspectors,  eleven  inspectors,  and  two  assistants. 
Four  inspectors  are  stationed  at  outside  centres. 

The  staff  of  the.  Laboratory  consists  of  an 
assistant  bacteriologist,  two  assistants,  two 
laboratory  attendant's,  a  typist,  and  a  female 
glass-cleaner.  Four  part-time  medical  men 
attend  to  the  venereal  disease  work,  with  a  part- 
time  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  one  lay 
attendant.  A  matron,  a  nurse,  as  well  as  a  cook 
and  housekeeper,  do  the  necessary  work  at  the 
venereal  isolation  hospital.  In  addition  there  are 
part-time  medical  officers  at  outside  centres  in 
connection  with  this  work.  There  is  also  a  part- 
time  medical  officer  in  connection  with  the  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis  bureau. 

The  Lazaret  staff  consists  of  a  superintendent, 
an  assistant,  a  nurse,  a  housekeeper,  two  wood¬ 
cutters,  four  cooks,  and  four  attendants.  The  rat 
gang  comprises  a  foreman  and  eight  men  for  rat 
and  disinfecting  work. 

The  changes  among  the  personnel  of  the  staff 
during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 

Dr.  John  Coffey  appointed  Deputy  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Public  Health  during  the  tem¬ 
porary  absence  of  the  Commissioner. 

Dr.  Charles  Francis  Anthony  de  Monchaux, 
medical  officer,  Venereal  Clinics  and 
"Venereal  Isolation  Hospital,  Brisbane, 
resigned  his  position  on  31st  January, 
1926  ;  and  Drs.  Mordaunt  Graham  Sutton, 
James  Morris  Roe,  Patrick  Francis 
Vincent  Crowe,  and  Charles  Francis 
Anthony  de  Monchaux  were  appointed 
part-time  Medical  officers  for  Venereal 
Diseases,  Brisbane,  from  1st  February, 
1926. 

Clarence  Henry  Martin,  Clerk,  transferred 
to  Forestrv  Department  on  17th  October, 
1925. 

Ernest  Joseph  Ilacket  Sims  appointed  Clerk 
from  17th  October,  1925,  in  the  room  of 
Clarence  Henry  Martin  transferred. 

Harold  Percy  McHenry  Lowes,  assistant  to 
inspectors,  appointed  inspector  under  the 
Health  Acts  from  14th  January,  1926, 
vice  Reginald  Anthony  Wright  resigned. 

Edwin  Horatio  Burton,  inspector  under  the 
Health  Acts,  died  on  24th  October,  1925. 

Charles  William  Beaver  appointed  Inspec¬ 
tor  under  the  Health  Acts  from  4th  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1926,  vice  Edwin  Horatio  Burton, 
deceased. 
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William  Henry  Kelly,  cadet,  Inspectorial 
Staff,  appointed  acting  Assistant  to  In¬ 
spectors  from  1st  July,  1925. 

Robert  Woodley,  cadet,  Inspectorial  Staff, 
appointed  acting  Assistant  to  Inspectors 
from  1st  January,  1926. 

John  Patrick  Morrissy,  cadet,  Laboratory  of 
Microbiology  and  Pathology,  appointed 
Assistant  to  Bacteriologist  from  1st  No¬ 
vember,  1925. 

John  Bertrand  Cruise  resigned  appointment 
as  part-time  Chemist,  Venereal  Disease 
Clinic,  Brisbane,  from  12th  February, 
1926 ;  and  Lionel  Seymour  Irwin,  M.P.S., 
appointed  in  his  stead. 

Edward  Neate  Goldsworthy  appointed  tem¬ 
porary  Superintendent,  Peel  Island 
Lazaret,  from  1st  September,  1925,  vice 
Osmund  Agar ;  appointment  confirmed 
from  1st  March,  1926. 

Minnie  Snow  appointed  housekeeper,  Peel 
Island  Lazaret,  from  23rd  February, 
1926,  vice  Ethel  Rothwell. 

Ernest  Warner  and  Alexander  Watters, 
disinfectors,  left  the  Department’s  service 
on  31st  December,  1925.  Both  of  these 
officers  were  taken  over  by  the  Brisbane 
City  Council,  the  disinfection  work  in  the 
metropolitan  area  being  undertaken  by 
that  authority  from  1st  January,  1926. 


The  appointments  on  probation  of  Kathleen 
Margaret  Hynes,  Allan  Walter  Lowe,  and 
Alice  May  Doughney,  mentioned  in  last 
year’s  report,  were  confirmed  during  the 
period  under  review. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  tender  my  thanks  to 
other  branches  of  the  service,  particularly  to  the 
Crown  Law  Office,  Police,  and  Government 
Analyst’s  Department,  for  services  rendered 
during  the  year. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  I.  MOORE,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Commissioner  of  Public  Health. 


GOVERNMENT  CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 

Brisbane,  12th  August,  1926. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Health,  Brisbane. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour,  in  accordance  with 
section  31  of  11  The  Health  Acts,  1900  to  1922,” 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  work  done  in 
the  Government  Chemical  Laboratory  for  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  during  the  year 
1925-1926.  The  number  of  samples  examined 
over  this  period  was  2,011,  an  increase  of  641 
samples  on  the  work  of  the  previous  year.  The 
following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  : — 


TABLE  I. 


Food  or  Drug. 

Total  Number  of 
Samples. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Baking  preparations 

10 

8 

2 

Beverages  and  cordials 

39 

27 

f  12 

Cereal  preparations 

22 

10 

12 

Condiments 

11 

9 

2 

Confectionery 

9 

7 

2 

Essences 

110 

94 

16 

Fish,  tinned  and  cured  .  . 

71 

50 

21 

Jams  and  honey 

Meat  and  vegetables — - 

37 

22 

15 

Tinned  .  . 

22. 

18 

4 

Not  tinned 

50 

24 

26 

Milk,  fresh  .  . 

1,078 

908 

170 

Milk  preprations  . . 

7 

2 

5 

Soap 

14 

7 

7 

Spirituous  liquors  .  . 

78 

16 

62 

Vinegar 

32 

1,590 

23 

9 

Colourings  and  paints 

91 

Disinfectants 

42 

Drugs  and  medicines 

84 

Toilet  preparations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .... 

12 

Cl  .  . 

Water 

12 

Wine  . 

5 

Miscellaneous 

175 

2,011 

Of  the  total  number  of  samples  of  foods  and  provisions  of  the  Health  Acts.  The  results  are 
drugs  submitted,  1,200  were  legal  samples  taken  shown  in  Table  II. 
by  inspectors  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 


TABLE  II. 


Nature  of  Sample. 

Number 

of 

Samples. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Unsuitable 
for  Exact 
Analysis — 
Soured  in 
Transit. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Convic¬ 

tions. 

Brine 

14 

13 

1 

Ice-cream  .  . 

8 

6 

2 

Milk  . 

1,027 

792 

162 

73 

i  6 

Mincemeat 

31 

9 

22 

20 

Miscellaneous 

8 

4 

4 

4 

Spirituous  liquors  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ... 

64 

12 

52. 

.  . 

26 

Vinegar 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1,157 

839 

245 

73 

Poisons 

43 

2 

1,200 

30 


The  following  table  records  details  in  regard  to  the  1,027  legal  samples  of  milk: — 

TABLE  III. 


Place. 

Number  of 
Samples. 

Passed  the 
Standard. 

Genuine  but 
below  the 
Standard. 

Deficient 
in  Fat. 

Adulterated 
with  Water. 

Average  Per¬ 
centage  of 
Added  Water. 

Unsuitable 

for 

Analysis. 

Avr 

7 

7 

Bowen 

5 

5 

•  . 

•  • 

Brisbane  North  and  Sandgate  Line 

331 

267 

8 

25 

31 

5 

Brisbane  South  and  Manly  Line .  . 

352 

293 

12 

30 

17 

9 

Bundaberg  .  . 

21 

18 

•  1 

2 

7 

Caboolture 

2 

2 

Cairns 

102 

63 

4 

-  6 

35 

Charleville 

6 

1 

1 

4 

15 

Chinchilla 

4 

4 

Coolangatta  .  . 

3 

3 

•  • 

Dalby 

9 

9 

•  • 

*  • 

Gatton 

3 

3 

.  . 

. . 

Gympie 

11 

10 

1 

4 

Ipswich 

33 

25 

6 

.  2 

18 

Laidley 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Maryborough 

43 

22 

2 

5 

6 

1 4 

Rockhampton 

23 

5 

1 

•  • 

17 

Roma 

6 

3 

3 

19 

Rosewood 

3 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

Southport 

6 

6 

. . . 

..  | 

Stanthorpe  .  . 

4 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

Toowoomba 

37 

32 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

Warwick 

14 

13 

•  • 

1 

13 

(  • 

1,027 

792 

28 

63 

71 

8 

73 

The  great  majority  of  the  seventy-three 
samples  of  milk  described  as  unsuitable  for  exact 
analysis  came  from  the  far  North  by  train  and 
reached  the  Laboratory  in  a  sour  condition. 

Analyses  were  made  of  these  samples,  and  the 
ordinary  allowances  were  made  for  soured  milks 
to  give  some  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  original 
sample.  The  chemical  changes,  however,  which 
occur  in  soured  milk  vary  with  the  nature  of 
the  fermenting  organisms,  hence  it  is  impossible 
to  calculate  accurately  back  to  the  original  com¬ 
position  of  the  milk  before  souring. 

In  the  days  when  steamer  transport  for 
samples  was  availed  of,  very  little  trouble  was 
experienced  through  samples  of  milk  souring 
between  the  time  of  sampling  and  time  of 
analysis,  as  when  taken  they  were  immediately 
put  into  cold  storage  until  a  ship  was,  leaving, 
and  then  sent  down  in  the  ship  !s  cold  store. 

If  the  milk  samples  per  train  from  North  are 
to  arrive  in  sound  condition,  it  is  obvious  that 
better  means  must  be  devised  of  keeping  the 
samples  cool.  Cold  storage  is  easily  obtained  on 
steamers  but  not  on  trains. 

TABLE  IV. 


Summary  of  Table  HI. 


Number  of 
Samples. 

Percentage. 

Adulterated  with  water  .  . 

73 

6-9 

Deficient  in  fat 

63 

6-1 

Unfit  for  exact  analysis  .  . 

73 

7-1  . 

Genuine,  but  slightly  below  the 
standard 

T8 

2-7 

Passed  the  standard 

792 

77-2 

1,027 

100-0 

The  following  table  shows  the  milk  position 
as  compared  with  the  four  previous  years : — 

TABLE  V. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Legal 
Samples. 

Percentage 

Failed. 

Average 
Percentage 
Added  Water. 

1921-1922  .. 

380 

13 

10 

1922-1923  .. 

656 

18 

10 

1923-1924  .. 

525 

16 

14 

1924-1925  .. 

697 

9 

10 

1925-1926  .. 

1,027 

13 

8 

It  is  satisfactory  to  see  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  samples  tested  during  the  last  three 
years.  It  is  evidently  not  yet  large  enough  to 
control  adulteration.  The  above  results  show 
that  on  an  average  in  Queensland  about  one 
person  in  every  eight  is  supplied  with  adulter¬ 
ated  milk.  The  figures  for  the  Brisbane  district 
show  that  during  the  last  year  one  milk  pur¬ 
chaser  in  every  six  received  milk  which  was  not 
in  accordance  with  the  standard  prescribed  by 
the  Health  Acts.  There  is  still  'room  for  much 
improvement. 

The  reductase  test,  which  is  a  measure  of  the 
bacterial  contamination  of  the  milk,  showed  that, 
while  the  milk  supply  was  not  so  bad  as  had  been 
alleged,  there  was  certainly  plenty  of  room  for 
improvement  in  many  of  the  samples. 

Prickly-pear  Honey. 

One  sample  of  prickly-pear  honey — i.e.,  honey 
prepared  by  bees  from  the  nectar  of  prickly- 
pear  flowers — was  examined  during  the  year.  It 
was  fermenting  when  received,  and  contained 
numerous  yeast  cells.  Pasteurisation  killed  the 
yeast  cells,  prevented  further  fermentation,  and 
also  improved  the  flavour  of  the  honey.  On 
analysis  it  yielded  the  following  results : — 
Physical  Characters. 

Consistency  .  .  Considerably  granulated  but  mobile. 

Colour  . .  Very  pale  straw. 

Aroma  .  .  Mild  floral. 

Flavour  .  .  Agreeable,  but  not  distinctive. 
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Composition. 

Average  Com¬ 
position  of 
Honey. 

(237  samples.) 

• 

0/ 

/O 

0/ 

/o 

Water 

20-00 

19-00 

Cane  sugar  .  . 

0-95 

1-90 

Invert  sugar 

77-70 

73-60 

Dextrin 

0-23 

1-10 

Mineral  constituents 

0-]] 

0-24 

Acidity  (as  formic  acid) 

0-14 

0-09 

Tannin  bodies 

Nil 

Undetermined 

0-87 

4-07 

100-00 

100-00 

Essence  of  Vanilla. 

After  representations  had  been  made  by 
Southern  manufacturers  that  the  alcohol 
strength  (50  per  cent,  by  weight)  laid  down  in 
the  standard  for  vanilla  essence  should  be 
lowered  to  40  per  cent,  by  weight,  a  series  of 
experiments  were  carried  out  on  the  extraction 
of  vanilla  beans  with  alcohol  of  different 
strengths. 

Tahiti  vanilla  beans  (average  length  15-5  cm.) 
were  cut  into  small  pieces,  and  quantities  of 
50  grammes  were  taken  and  extracted  with  500 
ccs.  of  alcohol  of  strengths  shown  below. 


TABLE  A. 


Total  Solids  ( grammes  per  100  ccs). 


Alcohol  (by  weight). 

A 

30. 

B 

35. 

C 

40. 

D 

45. 

E 

50. 

F 

55. 

G 

65. 

After  24  hours 

0/ 

Jo 

2-31 

0/ 

/o 

2-31 

o/ 

/o 

2-22 

0/ 

/o 

2-22 

0/ 

/ 0 

2-13 

0/ 

/o 

2-08 

0/ 

Jo 

1-98 

After  2  days 

2-37 

2-36 

2-30 

2-25 

2-20 

2-20 

2-13 

After  4  days 

2-37 

2-37 

2-30 

2-30 

2-20 

2-20 

2-16 

After  15  days 

2-44 

2-40 

2-32 

2-30 

2-28 

2-24 

2-18 

After  5  months 

2-57 

2-56 

2-50 

2-40 

2-36 

2-36 

2-34 

Table  B. 


Mineral  Constituents  (grammes  per  100  ccs.) 


Alcohol  (by  Weight). 

A 

30. 

B 

35. 

C 

40. 

D 

45. 

E 

50. 

.  F 

55. 

G- 

65. 

0/ 

o/ 

o/ 

0/ 

0/ 

0/ 

0/ 

/o 

,  0 

/o 

/O 

/ o 

/o 

JO 

After  24  hours 

0-38 

0-36 

0-32 

0-32 

0-30 

028 

0-21 

After  5  months 

0-40 

0-39 

0-38 

0-37 

0-33 

0-29 

0-21 

Table  C. 


Vanillin  and  Normal  Lead  Number  after  Five  Months. 


Alcohol  (by  W eight). 

A 

30. 

B 

35. 

C 

40. 

D 

45. 

E 

50. 

F 

55. 

G 

65. 

Vanillin 

Lead  Number 

0/ 

/o 

013 

0-42 

% 

0-13 

0-42 

0/ 

/o 

0-13 

0-66 

0/ 

JO 

0-13 

0-64 

0/ 

JO 

0-15 

0-61 

0/ 

JO 

0-16 

0-58 

0/ 

JO 

0-16 

0-52 

!  .  X  •  As  A  .  '  '  J . 

Most  of  the,  alcohol  soluble  material  is 
extracted  from  the  bean  in  twenty-four  hours, 
but  the  aroma  of  the  essence  is  improved  and 
its  colour  intensified  b}^  long  contact  of  the 
bean  with  the  alcoholic  medium.  The  colour 
of  the  extracts  varied  from  pale  caramel  with 
the  weak  alcohol  to  a  deep  red-brown  colour 
with  the  strong  alcohol.  The  normal  lead  num¬ 
ber,  or  number  of  grammes  of  lead  that  will 
combine  with  the  extractive  material  in  100 
grammes  of  standard  essence,  varies  according 
to  several  authorities  from  04  to  0-75.  The  lead 
numbers  obtained  in  this  investigation  also  fall 
within  these  limits,  and  they  indicate  that  even 
with  Tahiti  beans  the  essence,  if  prepared  with 
the  standard  quantity  of  bean  in  the  standard 
strength  of  alcohol,  will  yield  a  normal  lead 
number,!  i.e.,  one  not  below  04,  and  show  a 
vanillin  content  of  not  less  than  04  per  cent. 
The  essences  prepared  with  30  and  35  per  cent, 
alcohol  were  colloidal  in  nature,  and  very  little 
of  the  reddish-brown  coloured  resin  was  dis¬ 
solved.  A  40  per  cent,  solution  of  alcohol  is  a 


fairly  good  solvent,  but  better  results  are 
obtained  with  alcohol  of  45  to  55  per  cent,  by 
weight.  Tiie  results  show  that  there  is  no  justi¬ 
fication  for  altering  the  standard. 

Lemon  Cheese. 

Lemon  Cheese  is  a  generic  name  which 
includes  lemon  butter  and  lemon  filling.  It 
consists  of  an  admixture  of  butter,  eggs,  sugar, 
and  lemon-flavouring  substances.  It  must, 
according  to  the  standard,  be  free  from  foreign 
fat,  starch,  glucose,  gelatine,  preservatives,  and 
aitificial  colour. 

•s 

The  composition  of  lemon  cheese,  according 
to  various  recipes  shown  in  cookery  books,  is 
approximately  as  follows : — 


Sugar 

55 

Butter 

14 

Eggs 

24 

Lemon- flavouring  substances 

.  .  7 

100 
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There  are  at  least  eleven  manufacturers  placing  lemon  cheese  on  the  Queensland  market,  and 
it  is  interesting  to  note  below  the  .analytical  resu.ts  obtained  from  their  productions  . 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

G 

Sugars 

Butter 

Citric  Acid  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  '  •  • 

Egg  •  •  . 

Water 

1* 

o / 

/o 

68-0 

3-0 

0-9 

16-0 

121 

o/ 

/o 

62-0 

10-0 

0-6 

9-0 

18-4 

0/ 

/o 

66-0 

4-5 

0-8 

6-0* 

22-7 

o/ 

/o 

65-0 

5-4 

0-9 

17-0 

11-7 

0/ 

/o 

60-0 

2-7 

11 

22-0 

14-2 

0/ 

/o 

61-0 

2-5 

1-0 

23-0 

12-5 

1000 

Conforms 

to 

standard 

100-0 

'Artificially 

coloured 

100-0 
Contains 
glucose, 
starch, 
and  added 
colour 

100-0 

Contains 

glucose 

100-0 

Conforms 

to 

standard 

100-0 

Conforms 

to 

standard 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

Sugars 

Butter 

Citric  acid 

Egg  . 

Water 

oy 

/o 

63-0 

11-0 

0-8 

7-4 

17-8 

o/ 

Jo 

65-0 

14-0 

0-8 

1-5 

18-7 

% 

58-0 

9-1 

0-3 

17-0 

15-6 

0/ 

/o 

65-0 

1-0 

0-3 

2-0* 

31-7 

0/ 

/o 

60-0 

4-0 

0-5 

18-0 

17-5 

100-0 

Artificially 

coloured 

100-0 
Contains 
glucose, 
preserva¬ 
tive,  and 
added 
colour 

100-0 

Contains 

glucose 

and 

added 

colour 

100-0 

Contains 

glucose, 

starch, 

and 

added 

colour 

100-0 

Contains 

glucose 

*  Includes  starch. 

A  few  of  the  better  flavoured  samples  con¬ 
tained  lemon  juice,  but  most  of  them  were 
flavoured  with  citric  acid  and  oil  of  lemon. 

Calcium  Cyanide. 

The  increasing  use  of  calcium  cyanide  as  an 
insecticide  and  vermin  destroyer  necessitated  a 
short  investigation  of  its  stability.  Calcium 
cyanide  and  sodium  cyanide,  in  quantities  of 
0-5  grammes  in  powder  form,  were  exposed  to 
the  air,  with  the  following  results:— 


Air  Temperature — Average  22°  C. 


Calcium 

Cyanide. 

Sodium 

Cyanide. 

0/ 

/() 

% 

Immediate 

40-5 

75 

After  30  minutes 

34-0 

After  45  minutes 

26-0  ■ 

After  75  minutes 

15-0 

•  • 

After  2  hours 

7-0 

After  24  hours 

4-0 

74 

After  2  dav« 

2-0 

After  4  days 

2-0 

65 

60 

After  5  days 

After  10  days 

1*3 

After  five  days  the  calcium  cyanide  increased 
about  10  per  cent,  in  weight,  but  it  did  not 
become  deliquescent  like  the  sodium  cyanide, 
which  in  the  same  time  absorbed  its  own  weight 
in  water. 

Calcium  cyanide  and  sodium  cyanide  in  1  per 
cent,  aqueous  solution  were  also  exposed  to  the  air 

/ 


at  an  average  temperature  of  22°  C.  The  solu¬ 
tions  when  tested  at  intervals  for  twenty-two 
days  were  found  to  decompose  at  approximately 
the  same  rate,  the  calcium  cyanide  being  only 
slightly  faster  in  its  decomposition  rate. 

The  investigations  showed  that  calcium 
cyanide  was  by  no  means  a  safe  substance  to 
handle,  and  that  several  of  the  claims  made  for 
it  as  a  harmless  substance  were  misleading. 

The  miscellaneous  samples  included  dust 
from  industrial  operations,  preservatives, 
sputum,  urine,  icing  sugar,  vermin  extermi¬ 
nators,  gallstones,  hydrometers,  shoe  dressings, 
paint  scrapings,  arsenic,  opium,  silver-polish, 
and  soup  preparations. 

During  February,  1926,  I  attended  a  con¬ 
ference  of  Federal  and  State  analysts  which 
revised  the  food  and  drug  standards.  The 
report  is  in  the  hands  of  the  various  Govern¬ 
ments,  but  has  not  yet  been  published,  although 
at  least  one  of  the  States  has  already  gazetted 
alterations  of  some  of  their  standards  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  conference. 

A  complete  revision  of  the  wording  of  the 
standards  by  a  small  sub-committee  has  been 
suggested  as  the  most  feasible  method  of  arriv¬ 
ing  at  uniformity,  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be 
hoped  that  this  action  will  be  taken  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  B.  HENDERSON, 

Government  Analyst. 


N, 


Price,  Is.] 


Bv  Authority:  Anthony 


James  Ctjmming,  Government  Printer.  Brisbane. 


